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Abstract:

The Iragi flood myths are one of the masterpieces of ancient Iraqi
literature, discussing a natural phenomenon-the drowning of the world
due to a flood disaster. Like other phenomena, humans attributed it to the
actions and will of the gods, giving the event a religious coloring, which
led to the influence and interest of most ancient civilizations, especially
the Jews, Greeks, Romans, and much of the literature of ancient
civilizations. The study aimed to shed light on the ancient Iragi flood
epics and the accounts of the flood as they are the oldest records in the
ancient Near East, and to show the points of convergence and divergence
in the information presented. The study adopted a descriptive analytical
historical approach based on presenting historical material, classifying it,
and then simplifying it to historical fact .

The importance of the research comes from the fact that the event of
the flood has occupied a significant space in human thought in ancient
times, as it represented a main subject for many ancient Iraqgi epics. It is
an event deeply rooted in antiquity, preceded only by the issue of creation
and the beginning of the universe.

While the research questions were as follows: What news is reported
about the flood in the ancient Iraqi epics that mention it? What are the
similarities and differences among them?

The research consisted of five axes as follows:
Axis One: The status of the literature of Mesopotamia in the history of
world literature
Axis Two: The flood in Sumerian clay tablets .
Axis Three: The flood in the Epic of Gilgamesh .
Axis Four: The story of the flood in the Epic of Atrahasis .
Axis Five: The story of the flood according to Berossus .
Axis Six: A comparison of flood myths in Mesopotamia.
Keywords: epics, Ziusudra, Utnapishtim, Atrahasis, Iraq, ancient.
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