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Review Article
Embellishments in the light of ancient Arabic criticism
Assist Lect. Marwah Ahmed Shakir
College Of Education Ibn Rushd
University of Baghdad
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Summary:

The science of embellishments means the study of the beauties and
refinements of speech, taking into account the exigency of the situation,
clarity of meaning, and avoidance of ambiguity. The end of beauty and
quality is when it comes freely from the mind without artificiality or
affectation. It received the attention of ancient Arab critics, beginning with
Al-Jahidh and ending with later centuries of critical studies. Ancient Arab
critics agree that embellishments was known in ancient times among poets,
and in the Holy Quran and the noble Prophetic speech, but the moderns
were passionate about embellishments and it became abundant in their
poetry until it was attributed to them. In the beginning, critics mentioned
some of the arts of rhetoric, such as metaphor and metonymy with
embellishments. This is due to the fact that the sciences of rhetoric
(eloquence, semantics, and embellishments) had not yet been divided and
that the boundaries between them had not been made clear as was the case
in critical studies after the fourth century AH. The researcher stopped until
the fifth century AH, which is what the place allows. This is because the
discussion goes on for a long time with the efforts of our ancient Arab critics
and their many divisions and branches of embellishments knowledge, due
to the poets’ orientation towards craftsmanship and the ornamentation of
speech until embellishments divisions exceeded one hundred improved and

wonderful ones.
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