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Abstract:

National identity is a central topic in contemporary thought,
especially in the Arab and Islamic world, as the region faces many
challenges related to cracks in national identity and changing concepts of
loyalty and belonging. This study highlights the importance of this topic by
focusing on an important age group, namely religious school students in
Anbar Governorate, who are preparing to move to university. This age
group is supposed to strongly reflect the values of citizenship and national
identity. This study comes at a critical time for the country and the Arab
region in general, as it witnesses foreign interventions and the rise of
extremist ideas that transcend national borders and directly target national
identity. Understanding the factors that lead to exclusion and extremism
enables institutions to promote diversity and accommodate multiple
viewpoints, which contributes to building cohesive societies. The objectives
of the study were: (measuring the level of national identity among students
of religious schools in Anbar Governorate, identifying the level of
intellectual extremism among this group, and exploring the relationship
between national identity and intellectual extremism). As for the research
methodology, the study was based on a sample of (¢¢+) male and female
students, including (YY)) male students and (Y)?) female students. The
researcher used a tool to measure national identity that included (Y-)
paragraphs with multiple choices, and adopted the intellectual extremism
scale prepared by Hussein (Y +Y?). To ensure the accuracy of the results, the
researcher verified the psychometric properties of these two scales. After
collecting and analyzing the data, the results revealed that religious school
students enjoy a good level of national identity, and do not show tendencies
towards intellectual extremism. However, the study showed a weak inverse
relationship between national identity and intellectual extremism, indicating
that strengthening national identity may contribute slightly to reducing the
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likelihood of the emergence of extremist thought. This study confirms the
importance of strengthening national identity as a means of confronting
extremist ideas. It also highlights the role that educational and religious
institutions can play in supporting the values of national belonging and
building a cohesive society capable of facing intellectual challenges.
Keywords: National identity, intellectual extremism, school students,
Anbar Governorate, religious education.
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