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Abstract

The aim of this study is to determine whether self-handicapping (internal-external) as an
intermediary variable could be used to better understand and interpret the best structural model that
explains the causal relationships or direct and indirect effects of cognitive failure (as an independent
variable) on academic deception (as a dependent variable) in a sample of 400 male and female
University of Baghdad students. The following equipment was utilized: Cognitive Failure Scale: To
quantify cognitive failure, the scale (Amal Muhammad Zayed, 2020) was used. The scale is
completed using a five-point rating system and comprises fifty paragraphs spread over four aspects.
The scale for self-handicap: The scale (Clarke & MacCann, 2016) was accepted by the researcher,
who translated and standardized it. It comprises thirteen paragraphs that are divided into two
categories (internal disability and outward disability), and responses are given on a five-point scale.
The academic deception scale: 3 (3) paragraphs spread across five aspects make up the scale (Taha
Muhammad Farouk, 2023), which was adopted to test academic fraud. Responses are given on a
five-point scale. The findings were as follows: - Self-handicap (internal - external) as an intervening
variable matches the proposed structural model for the relationships between academic deception
(as a dependent variable) and cognitive failure (as an independent variable); - There are positive and
statistically significant direct and indirect effects of academic deception on cognitive failure; -
There are positive and statistically significant direct effects of academic deception on self-handicap
(internal - external); - There are positive and statistically significant direct effects of cognitive
failure on self-handicap (internal - external) among university students.
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