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A statistical Study of the Symbolism of the Child in Al-Sayyab’s
Poetry
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Al-Iraqgia University\ College of Islamic Studies

Abstract
We are not far from the truth if we say that the child, in its various

representations, has a major imprint on the life of Badr Shaker al
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Sayyab, the impact of which appeared in his poetic works. This
research came to represent a statistical study of the symbolism of the
child in Badr Shaker al-Sayyab’s poetry. The poet Badr Shaker Al-
Sayyab used the word “child” to recall his memories and his childhood
at times, including fear and ecstasy, and to symbolise with it the
renewal, hope, optimism, and happiness at other times, and it may
sometimes symoblise the social situation that society is going through,
such as poverty and hunger, and criticism of the political situation in the
country, by alluding to the use of symbols, including the word child and
childhood. The research was presented with an introduction and then a
definition of the word child, and the concept of childhood in the poetry of
Badr Shaker Al-Sayyab and its meaning to him. | followed the above
with two statistical studies: the first statistic represented a follow—up of
the child’s symbol according to the years of publication in the collection,
and the second statistic focused on the frequency of the child’s symbol
with mentioning the texts in which it appeared. The use of the child—
symbol was evident in the poems of the poet’s last year— the years of
his poetic giving.
Keywords: childhood, child, little, symbol, statistics, Al-Sayyab.
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