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The vocative style in the Diwan of Al-Hutay'a
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University of Diyala\College of Education, Al-Miqgdad
Abstract

Al-Hutay'a, one of the most prominent poets of the pre-Islamic era,

skillfully used the rhetorical device of apostrophe (direct address) in his
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poetry, making it an effective rhetorical means to convey his meanings
and emotions. Apostrophe, as a rhetorical device, is used to attract the
attention of the addressee and direct speech towards them, utilizing
various forms such as 'ya', "aya’, and 'haya’, which imbue the text with
linguistic diversity and a distinctive emotional effect.

In Al-Hutay'a's collected works, the use of apostrophe is clearly evident
in addressing friends and relatives, as in the line: 'O my companions,
leave me to my sadness,"” where he expresses longing and nostalgia.
Al-Hutay'a also employs apostrophe in reflection and addressing places,
as in: 'O land of such and such, you were once a refuge for us,
reflecting contemplation and yearning for the places where he spent his
time.

The emotional impact of apostrophe in Al-Hutay'a's poetry is
evident, as he uses it to express his feelings and emotions in a poignant
manner, imparting a dramatic quality to his poetry and deepening the
connection with the readers. Al-Hutay'a's style of apostrophe is
characterized by a robust and precise linguistic structure, utilizing well-
balanced constructions and precise sentences that enhance the impact
of the address and accentuate the intended meaning.

The purposes of apostrophe in Al-Hutay'a's poetry vary, including
longing, reflection, elegy, and pride, adding multiple dimensions to the
texts and reflecting a rhetorical richness. This study demonstrates that
apostrophe is not merely a rhetorical device, but a crucial element that
contributes to the aesthetic qualities of Al-Hutay'a's poetry, enhancing
its literary value and opening new horizons for understanding pre-
Islamic literary texts.

Keywords: Apostrophe, Al-Hutay'a, Collected Works.
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