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The study of language and morphology is fundamental to understanding
classical Arabic poetry. In this context, Ibn Jinni's book "Al-Fasir" stands
as one of the most important commentaries on the works of Abu al-Tayyib
al-Mutanabbi, one of the greatest Arab poets. Ibn Jinni was not merely a
commentator on poetry but a skilled linguist with a deep understanding of
linguistic and morphological rules. Through his book "Al-Fasir,” Ibn Jinni
aimed to analyze the linguistic and morphological precision in al-
Mutanabbi's poetry to reveal the profound meanings that al-Mutanabbi
intended to convey.

The Importance of Morphology in Al-Mutanabbi's Poetry: Al-
Mutanabbi's poetry is distinguished by linguistic and morphological
creativity. Every word, movement, and form plays a role in conveying the
intended meaning. Morphology, which involves changing the form of
words to express different meanings, was one of the tools that al-
Mutanabbi used to add depth and rhythm to his poetry. In "Al-Fasir," Ibn
Jinni demonstrated a deep understanding of this aspect of al-Mutanabbi’s
work. He not only explained the words but also analyzed how and why al-
Mutanabbi used certain forms or morphologies in specific contexts. This
deep analysis helped uncover multiple levels of meaning within al-
Mutanabbi's poetry.

Ibn Jinni's Analytical Methodology: Ibn Jinni did not stop at the
superficial meaning of words but delved into the depths of language to
understand how morphology affects meaning. His methodology was
innovative and unique for its time, as he approached Arabic poetry with a
precise linguistic analysis. In his analysis, Ibn Jinni typically began by
explaining the word or phrase in general, then proceeded to analyze its
morphology and usage in the poetic context. This method allowed for an
understanding of both explicit and implicit meanings.

Ibn Jinni's Strategies in His Commentary:

1. Reliance on Oral Tradition: lbn Jinni heavily relied on oral
tradition as a strong reference in morphological studies. He
frequently cited the Quran and classical Arabic prose and poetry
from the eras of linguistic authority to clarify morphological issues.

2. Focus on Analogy: lbn Jinni emphasized analogy as a tool for
deducing linguistic rules, referring to established norms in the
language, while also discussing exceptions in usage.

3. Scientific Digressions: At times, Ibn Jinni presented morphological
opinions as a result of scientific digression, which were not directly
related to al-Mutanabbi's verses, reflecting his vast knowledge.
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4. Influence from Multiple Schools of Thought: Ibn Jinni did not
limit himself to the views of the Basran scholars but was also
influenced by the scholars of Kufa and Baghdad, showing the
diversity of his sources and his superiority as a commentator.

5. Defense of Al-Mutanabbi: Ibn Jinni sought to defend al-Mutanabbi
and justify some of the errors attributed to him, attributing some to
poetic necessity and using numerous examples to refute criticisms.

6. Avoidance of Direct Mention of Critics: Ibn Jinni avoided naming
al-Mutanabbi's critics directly, referring to them with phrases like
"they denied," "they reproached," or "some of the critics claimed."

7. Transforming the Commentary into an Encyclopedic Work:
Through "Al-Fasir,” Ibn Jinni turned his commentary on al-
Mutanabbi's poetry into an encyclopedic work, encompassing
literature, poetry, grammar, morphology, language, history, and
biography, reflecting his extensive knowledge and cultural breadth.

Keywords: Language, Morphology, Al-Mutanabbi, Ibn Jinni, Al-Fasir,
Linguistic Analysis, Commentary, Arabic Poetry, Hidden Meanings,
Rhythm, Linguistic Formation.
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