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The Role of Indian Nuclear Weapons in Foreign Policy 1974-1990
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Abstract
India fought three conventional wars with Pakistan, the last of which was
in 1971 and contributed to Pakistan's defeat and loss of its eastern part,
which was later known as Bangladesh or East Pakistan (formerly). As a
result of this conflict, India moved towards possessing nuclear weapons
and resorting to nuclear deterrence and the regional and international
threat of this weapon. India began to have international calculations, on
which it built its foreign policy with Pakistan and Southeast Asia in
particular and with the world in general.
Both countries entered into a conflict known as nuclear deterrence or the
Cold War and used the language of threat from time to time, and the
nuclear option became the language of dialogue and foreign relations for
both countries.
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