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Abstract

Soroush’s writings draw its significance from the fact that its owner
belongs to the outputs of religious seminaries, as he received part of
his education in it, and that his modern academic formation made him
familiar with the major transformations of contemporary knowledge,
therefore he is a model of the faithful and open-minded intellectual
at the same time. Although his ideas are mainly related to the Shiite
thought and the theory of wilayat al-faqih, it can be an entry point for
reforming religious thought in Islam in general, given that the critical
thought of Soroush deals with the structure and principles of religious
knowledge.

Soroush believes that any project of enlightenment in the Islamic
world should start from a fundamental point, which is awareness that
the goal is not to change religion, but rather the way we understand
religion, not to rebuild or revive Islam, but to fit its understanding
with a moving and ever-complex world. This requires a break with a

simplistic religious thought, narcissistic and closed to himself through

A




a discussion about theories of interpretation of religious knowledge

and the relationship of Islam to a critical mind and pluralism.

Soroush seeks to formulate a project of a new Islamic mind
through an internal critique of Orthodox religious thought and
its closed fences and the dismantling of its theses and axioms that
may constitute the principles of faith. Not only did he penetrate the
jurisprudence system and criticize the clergymen whom he described
as the guardians of the legendary world, but he also worked to question
the authority of the religious establishment and its relationship to the
political field through what he considered a liberal and democratic
reading of Islam.

However, he believes that religion (or Sharia) can have a central
political function in terms of rationalizing civil society, spreading the
spirit of legal discipline, equality and entrenching moral and spiritual
values, transforming into a civilized value and creating positive
religious thought that works to create reconciliation between the
values of religion and the values of the mind, so Religion is a servant
and life is served.

The arti c le aims mainly to reveal the basic foundations and
central dimensions of his religious reform project in Islam through
the transition from the authority of the text to the human being as a
supreme value and maker of his religious values, from a transcendent
conception to a human perception of religion.

Keywords: religious reform, Islamic thought.
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