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The Role of Social Media in Spreading Rumors and Ways to

Combat Them from the Perspective of University Students

ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the role of social media in spreading
rumors from the perspective of university students and to identify
differences in this role based on gender and academic specialization.
Additionally, it seeks to propose measures to counter the spread of
rumors through social media in light of the study’s findings. The
researcher employed a descriptive approach, with a questionnaire-
based sample consisting of 600 undergraduate students—300 males
and 300 females—from various academic disciplines, including
humanities and sciences, across the faculties of Arts, Political
Science, Basic Education, Engineering, Nursing, and Pharmacy.
These students were selected through stratified random sampling for
the 2023-2024 academic year. Furthermore, an interview sample
comprising 10 students from the Faculty of Political Science at the
University of Kufa was selected purposefully. To achieve the study’s
objectives, the researcher developed a questionnaire consisting of 30
items to assess the role of social media in spreading rumors. Data
analysis was conducted using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS). The findings revealed the significant risk posed by
social media in spreading rumors due to the features, services, and
applications these platforms provide, which make rumors more
rapidly disseminated, easily distorted, more attractive, and accessible
at any time. Additionally, several factors have contributed to creating
a fertile environment for the spread of rumors through these
platforms.
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