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Social and Psychological Problems Faced by Alternative
Families of Foster Children from the Perspective of Social
Workers in Palestine

ABSTRACT

The research aimed to identify the social and psychological
problems faced by alternative families of foster children from
the perspective of social workers in Palestine. The research
used the descriptive analytical method through a questionnaire
applied to 53 social workers and alternative families. The study
utilized a scale to measure social and psychological problems.
The results showed that the social and psychological problems
faced by alternative families of foster children, from the
perspective of both social workers and alternative families,
were of a moderate degree. Social services were also moderate.
The study revealed differences in the average responses on the
social and psychological problems faced by alternative
families, attributed to the variable of gender, favoring females.
There were also differences in social and psychological
problems based on the respondent type, favoring social
workers. No significant differences were found regarding
social and psychological problems based on religion type, nor
in social services based on the variables of gender, religion
type, or respondent. Based on the results, the researcher
recommended providing complete psychological preparation
for foster families to address the social and psychological
problems they may face and how to deal with them throughout
the adoption process.
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