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The Safavid era spanned from the early 16th century to the early
18th century and is considered one of the most prosperous periods in
Islamic Iranian history, marked by flourishing culture, trade,
economy, and arts. Among the key features of this prosperity was the
development of a robust financial system based on minting gold and
silver coins. Prominent examples include the gold "Ashrafi" and the
silver "Abbasi" or "Shahanshahi,” which reflected the state's
economic progress and its cultural and religious identity through
inscriptions glorifying the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them) and reinforcing the Shia’a identity. The significance of these
coins extended beyond the economy to foreign policy, enhancing
trade relations with European countries such as Spain and Portugal.
This research aims to examine gold and silver coins in Iran during
the Safavid era to uncover political, economic, and religious
dimensions that reflect societal transformations. It also focuses on
the role of coins as a medium to document Shia’a identity in the
Safavid state through inscriptions and phrases associated with the
Twelve Imams. The research methodology is based on historical
analysis and descriptive documentation, utilizing reliable historical
sources such as manuscripts and archaeological records, along with
studying coins preserved in museums. The study is grounded in the
hypothesis that Safavid coins were an essential part of Iran's cultural
and political history, drawing on origins from earlier Iranian
dynasties like the Sasanians. Safavid coins are distinguished by their
use of Persian poetry, starting from the reign of Shah Abbas II, as
well as innovative scripts such as Naskh and Nastaliq, making them
a reflection of the era’s spirit and transformations.
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