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Teaching the foreign languages in Iraq between reality and
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Ministry of Education, Directorate General of Cultural Relations,
Section of International and Arab Organizations
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Abstract

In this research, we discuss a brief overview of the importance of the Spanish
language and the history of its development from its inception until now, and the
influence of the Arabic language on it and the extent of the great rapprochement
between the two languages and cultures, Arabic and Spanish, as a result of Islamic
conquests and the Arab presence in Andalusia for the past eight centuries. Then we
explain the importance of learning foreign languages in general, and the Spanish
language in particular, the importance of cultural diversity and multilingualism, and
then we discuss the experience of teaching the three foreign languages, (French,
Russian, and Spanish), in addition to the English language. The experiment began
in 1980 in some in Bagdad to teach three international languages recognized by the
United Nation. It was a successful experience at its beginning as a result of the
ministry’s support and the support of the countries that speak those languages by
supplying schools with books and educational materials and involving teachers in
training courses outside Iraq, in addition to sending top and distinguished students
to those countries to participate in summer training camps. The experiment included
a number of schools in Baghdad to teach the Spanish and Russian language, while
the French language was taught in some schools in Bagdad, Nineveh, Basra and
Babylon, due to the development of cultural and economic relations between lIraq
and France and the desire of students to study this language more than others.
After that, the reasons for the failure of teaching the Russian and Spanish
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languages and the limited teaching of the French language in addition to the
English language , were discussed the most important obstacles and treatments
required in order to revive the experience again in line with the government’s policy
of opening to the world and keeping pace with the developments taking place in it,
and learn about the culture of other peoples and benefit from their knowledge in
different fields.

Keywords: (Foreign languages, Cultural diversity, Castilian).
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- Muhammad bin Sharifa, Proverbs of Common People in Al- Andalus
by Abu Yahya Ubaidullah Ahmed Al — Qurtubi.
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- Translation of Arab news edited in the Selma Roth network. Related
articles: Remnants of the Arab presence in the Spanish language.
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