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Iragi-Russian relations during the 1990s experienced a
phase of political instability, which negatively affected the ties
between the two countries. This was largely due to the
transformations that took place in the Soviet Union and later in
the Russian Federation, impacting Russia’s stance on Iraq’s
crises. Following the Second Gulf War, Russia shifted its
strategy, opting for integration into the capitalist system rather
than confrontation, adopting the principle of interdependence
and balance of interests instead of the balance of power.
However, this shift was short-lived, particularly after 2003,
when the United States sought to limit Russia’s role in Iraq. In
response, Russia worked to strengthen its relations with Iraqg,
especially in the economic sector, viewing Iraq as a vital
economic partner. Consequently, Russia has supported Iraq

politically and economically, making it one of its key partners.
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