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Media Policy and Social Peace

ABSTRACT
The media represents the fourth power in the political system due

to its role in influencing societies. Through it, both positive and
negative messages can be sent within the state and even outside of it,
particularly concerning the political and security situation. The
media plays an important role in achieving peace and stability in the
country, and achieving peace and stability requires joint efforts
between official institutions as well as providing support and
intensive media efforts. Iraq has witnessed major transformations
since 2003, including economic, political, and media changes, which
had a significant impact in the emergence of many issues and crises
that affected societal peace. Moreover, Iraq is characterized by
religious, ethnic, and national diversity, which has reflected on the
nature of social cohesion. The media has played a vital role in
reducing the tension within Iragi society. Furthermore, the 2005 Iraqi
Constitution guaranteed freedom of expression for the media, and
media policy has a major and effective role in societal peace and
security. Media policy has both supportive and opposing directions,
which in turn affects the public, and media policy meets the needs

for effective communication between the public.
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