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The Aesthetics of Repetition and Its Mechanisms in
Textual Cohesion: Nour El-Din Darwish’s Poetry as a
Model

ABSTRACT

Textual cohesion is one of the most fundamental characteristics of
a text, as a text cannot exist without it. Linguists specializing in
textual studies unanimously regard cohesion as the foundation of text
construction and formulation. Among the key tools of textual
cohesion is repetition in its various forms, which not only enriches
poetry in terms of rhythm and internal musicality, enhancing its
aesthetic appeal, but also strengthens the connection between poetic
lines within a verse and between different sections of a poem.
Building on this premise, this study employs a descriptive-analytical
and statistical approach to explore the aesthetics of repetition and its
role in textual cohesion in the poetry of the contemporary Algerian
poet Nour- EI-Din Darwish.- The study reveals several findings,
including the fact that repetition in Darwish’s poetry reflects his
extensive linguistic repertoire, mastery of language, and creative
ability to construct a novel poetic language that deviates from the
conventional, surpassing common expressions to create a poetic
language that captivates the reader, defies expectations, and evokes
a unique emotional experience. Additionally, repetition in his poetry
plays a crucial role in conveying meaning and underlying
suggestions, often serving as a key to understanding the poet’s
dominant emotions and thoughts. This repetition acts as an
unconscious signal that unveils the depths of the poet’s psyche.
Moreover, initial repetition in Darwish’s poetry effectively enhances
textual cohesion, frequently reflecting painful personal experiences
or distressing events that have deeply affected him. He expresses
these emotions, either consciously or unconsciously, through
repeated phrases.
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