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The Semantic Employment of the Theatrical Image in
Educational Theater Performances

ABSTRACT

Theater plays a vital role in conveying educational values to
audiences through diverse methods, serving as a human activity and
a repository of arts. The theatrical image communicates both the
internal and external essence of a performance. This research, titled
"The Semantic Employment of the Theatrical Image in Educational
Theater Performances," consists of four chapters. It addresses the
research problem, highlighting the significance of understanding
how theatrical images can benefit educational institutions and
enhance teaching methods. The study focuses on performances
presented at Wasit University, College of Fine Arts, during 2017—
2018, aiming to explore the semantic employment of theatrical
images in educational theater. The second chapter examines the
concept of meaning and signs, theatrical imagery, and educational
theater, concluding with insights from the theoretical framework.
The third chapter discusses the research sample, which includes the
play "When Blood Spoke" (2017), selected intentionally. Using
indicators from the theoretical framework and a descriptive
methodology, the research analyzes the performance’s elements. Key
findings reveal that theatrical images rely on a director’s
philosophical vision to create harmony through the integration of
visual, auditory, and kinetic elements. Additionally, educational
theater performances utilize diverse literary and aesthetic sources to
convey moral and educational messages. These messages are
reinforced through the creative use of imagination, dreams, and a
reality reflective of contemporary life. This study emphasizes the
transformative potential of educational theater in shaping ethical and
pedagogical values.
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