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The female voice in modern Arabic narrative: A critical reading of the
identity of the self and the other
Dr. Alaa Qahtan Abdul Rahman
General Directorate of Education Diyala
AllaKahtan@yahoo.com
Abstract:

This study focuses on the impact of women's writing in modern Arabic narrative and
how these writings influence the formation of female identity in Arabic literature. At a
time when traditional literature was limited to representing men and their experiences,
women's writings began to offer an alternative perspective, portraying the experiences
and concerns of women in a society dominated by masculinity. Women's writing aims to
reshape the image of women, challenge traditional values, and raise social and cultural
questions related to gender and identity. These writings also contribute to revealing the
multiple dimensions of female identity and deconstructing the stereotypes propagated by
mainstream literature. A critical reading of women's narrative in modern Arabic literature
uncovers complex intersections between culture, society, religion, and history, which
have shaped the woman's identity within literary texts. Women's writing reflects not only
the personal experiences of women but also a long-standing struggle with collective
identities that impose a certain role on women in society. Through this narrative, the
multiple identities of women emerge, revealing the challenges of the self trying to
express itself away from the constraints of the dominant 'other,"” which has traditionally
been male in most classical Arabic literature. Through a descriptive—analytical

methodology, the study aimed to analyze women's narrative texts in modern Arabic
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literature, with the goal of uncovering the dynamics of the self and the other between
women and the masculine society. The study concluded that women's literature does
not only represent personal experiences of women but also reflects a prolonged struggle
with social identities that impose a particular role on women. Thus, women's writing
contributes to creating a more complex image of women and opens the door for a
deeper understanding of cultural and social identities in the contemporary Arab world.

Keywords: (women's writing, modern Arabic narrative, female identity, Arabic literature,

gender and social identities).
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