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Factors Contributing to Foetal Mortality in Dhi Qar Governorate in 2023
Saddam Radhi Abdul Sada
Asst. Prof. Dr. Shukria Abdullah Karim

University of Basrah / College of Education for Human Sciences — Dept. of Geography

Abstract

Foetal mortality represents a significant challenge within population dynamics, particularly in
developing nations, as it is intricately linked to various economic, social, and health factors. The
variables serve as a manifestation of the diverse circumstances that societies experience. The
significance of examining foetal mortality arises from its substantial impact on the demographic
composition of the population, particularly regarding gender and age distribution. This study seeks
to investigate the factors contributing to foetal mortality associated with both maternal and foetal
conditions, specifically examined within the administrative units of Dhi Qar Governorate for the
year 2023. The study yielded several findings, notably highlighting a distinct spatial disparity in
foetal mortality rates. The Nasiriyah District emerged as the foremost area for all diseases
associated with maternal and foetal health, attributed to its significant population density, owing to
its status as a commercial and industrial hub that draws in residents. Chronic diseases ranked
highest, accounting for 19.7% of the total causes of maternal deaths. Furthermore, the study area
recorded a total of 78 cases of foetal deaths attributed to various fetal-related diseases. Notably,
malnutrition emerged as the predominant factor, accounting for 32.1% of the cases, while
medication use followed closely behind at 24.4%.

Key words: Deaths, fetus, mothers..
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