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The Second Occultation of the Twelfth Imam
Abbas Jasib Rishk
College of Law [ University of Maysan

Apass935@gmail.com

Abstract:

Imam (Muhammad bin Al-Hassan Al-Askari) is the twelfth Imam according to the
Shiite sect. He took over the reins of the Imamate after his father, Imam Al—-Askari. His
birth was hidden except for those close to him, and his Imamate was proven at that
time.

The twelfth Imam had two occultations. The first was called the minor occultation
because of its short period. This occultation began after his prayers for his father and
ended with the fourth ambassador (Ali bin Muhammad Al-Samarri) informing him of
the beginning of the second complete occultation, which is called the major occultation.
It began with the death of the fourth ambassador. During this occultation, there was no
one representing the twelfth Imam and he did not have a special embassy. The
embassy means someone who represents him in fulfilling people's needs and
conveying rulings and all necessary matters. During this occultation, the general
representation and what we call the reference also began. It is the result and fruits of
the minor occultation because the Imam was aware of the absence of anyone
representing him directly. Therefore, he prepared for this great role people who would
lead society after the major occultation that would occur in his knowledge.

In the major occultation, we see that people in general and loyalists in particular are

unable to see the Imam despite his presence among the people and his performance
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of the duties of the Imam with which he was charged, because he represents the
divine caliphate on earth. This indicates the Imam’s strong knowledge that prevents
people from seeing him, and not as some imagine. The Imam is not air or shadow, but
a human being like the rest of the people, but he enjoys great knowledge that enables
him to perform his duties without anyone being able to see him. We see some people
and the few for whom he has fulfiled some needs, and then he disappears from their
eyes, and this disappearance is the knowledge that he has, and thus he prevents them
from seeing him again.
Keywords: (The Second Occultation, The Twelfth Imam).
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