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Structure, Spatial Distribution, and Industrial Linkages of Food Industries

in Dhi Qar Governorate
Ahmed Talib Hasab
Prof. Dr. Faris Mahdi Muhammad

University of Basrah / College of Education for Human Sciences — Dept. of Geography

Abstract

The importance of food industries lies in being essential industries that meet life's needs,
such as grain milling, dairy products, juices, water, bakeries, pastries, and other necessities.
Thus, their significance is seen in providing basic food for the population to achieve self-
sufficiency and reduce the need for imports, while also contributing to job creation.
The study results reveal that food industries are classified based on several criteria, one of
which is the number of industrial establishments, totaling 472 establishments: 20 large
establishments
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accounting for 4.23% and 452 small establishments making up 95.23%. In terms of workforce,
these industries employ a total of 1,558 workers across 472 establishments, with large
establishments employing 659 workers, or 42.29%, while small industries employ 899 workers, or
57.70%.As for the area occupied, the total area amounts to 120,134 m2, with large establishments
covering 29,934 m2, or 24.91%, and small industries occupying 90,200 m?, or 75.08%.

The study found that the geographical distribution of food establishments is uneven, as it was
found that most of the industrial establishments were concentrated in the city of Nasiriyah, which
means that the center of Nasiriyah district has a good purchasing power as well as being
distinguished by an economic location. The study concluded that the food industries have multiple
industrial links, most of which are external interdependencies with other governorates or with
countries to prepare them with the primary material, and recommended the need to establish
industrial links for the purpose of achieving more internal economic savings in Dhi Qar
governorate.

Keywords: Food Industries, Classification of Food Industries, Spatial Distribution, Industrial
Linkages.
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