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Religious Reform in the Thought of Jamal Al-Din Al-
Afghani: An Analytical Study

ABSTRACT

This research analyzes Jamal al-Din al-Afghani's stance
on religion within his reformist vision, which integrates
rational understanding with religious renewal. It highlights his
rationalist approach to interpreting religious texts, advocating
for the use of reason in understanding religion while rejecting
blind imitation and literal interpretation, as he saw intellectual
stagnation as the primary cause of the Islamic world's decline.
The study also examines his defense of Islam against Western
criticisms, particularly from the Orientalist Ernest Renan, who
accused Islam of rigidity and backwardness. In response, al-
Afghani argued that the cause of underdevelopment was not
Islam itself but rather the social and political conditions
experienced by the Muslim world. Additionally, the research
explores how he viewed religious reform as a fundamental
pillar of societal reform, extending beyond theological matters
to encompass social and political dimensions, emphasizing the
need to modernize religious thought in line with contemporary
developments. It also illustrates how religious reform is closely
linked to political and social reform, as al-Afghani believed
that the comprehensive revival of the Islamic world could only
be achieved through renewing religious thought, fostering
social intellect, and liberating the Muslim mind from
traditional constraints. His reformist project was holistic,
blending the preservation of religious essence with openness to
modern advancements, aiming to build an Islamic nation
capable of addressing contemporary challenges with critical
awareness and rational religious renewal.
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