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Abstract

Following the intensification of the Algerian revolt against French colonialism, French

President Charles de Gaulle recognised that France would forfeit one of its most significant

colonies, Algeria. Despite Algeria achieving independence from French colonial rule in 1962,

the Evian Agreement, established between France and the Algerian Provisional Government

that same year, permitted France to conduct nuclear tests in the Algerian desert for five years

from the treaty's signing; however, France subsequently sought an alternative location to

continue its nuclear testing.

Key words: French nuclear project, Polynesia, preparations for testing, international reactions,

International Court of Justice.
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