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Chinese Maritime Strategy
(A Study in Geopolitics)
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Abstract:

This research focuses on the subject of Chinese maritime strategy. On its way to
assuming a global position on the international political stage, China seeks to move from
a 'land power' to a 'sea power', taking advantage of its favorable geography, and
following a set of steps to achieve its geopolitical goals. The influence of Alfred Mahan's
views, the author of the "sea power" theory, on Chinese maritime strategy appears. China
follows what is known as the "string of pearls" strategy in order to tighten its grip on the
Indian Ocean and secure energy supplies. It also applies a defense strategy to coastal
areas to enhance its national security, and also follows a strategy to build naval bases,
the importance of which was indicated by Alfred Mahan. It works to enhance Chinese
investments abroad in support of building its naval power and entering the gateway to the
global economy. In order to enhance this strategy, China is working to develop its military
capabilities. The study concluded that China is working with all its political and economic
capabilities to implement this strategy to expand its "vital area" and geopolitical goals, but
at the same time it faces a set of geopolitical challenges that it seeks to overcome to
achieve the construction of a global naval force.

Keywords: (Strategy, Chinese Navy, Geopolitics).
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