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The Significance of the Fatha and Damma in
Meccan Surahs: A Descriptive Comparative Study

ABSTRACT

This study examines the significance of the fatha and damma
in the Holy Qur’an through a descriptive comparative
approach. The Arabic language relies heavily on diacritical
marks, and their usage varies according to context and semantic
purposes, which this research seeks to clarify. The researchers
have found that the fatha, in both its long and short forms, is
produced from the middle of the palate and the middle of the
tongue, whereas the damma, in both its long and short forms,
originates from the deepest part of the palate. Sounds produced
from the deepest part of the palate require greater effort to
articulate compared to others. This characteristic imparts a
sense of strength and intensity to the damma, in contrast to the
fatha, which conveys ease and joy. This might explain why
Allah (Glorified and Exalted be He) frequently uses this sound
in contexts of glad tidings, while the damma appears more
often in instances of promises and warnings in the Qur’an. It is
well understood that Arabic, as a classical language, is
fundamentally dependent on diacritical marks. The study
observes that in contexts of divine displeasure, anger, or when
enacting strict legal rulings as a form of punishment, as well as
in commands and prohibitions, the Qur’an frequently employs
the damma (in both its forms). This is because the fatha
conveys meanings opposite to those of the damma; the former
signifies openness, ease, and joy, whereas the latter implies
closure, restriction, distress, and intensity. The study concludes
that the fatha is used more frequently than the damma due to
its linguistic fluidity and the natural tendency of the tongue to
favor it.
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