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Abstract

The Holy Quran uses intimidation as a weapon to scare nonbelievers of Allah Almighty
and discourage those who veers from His path. It benefits everyone, yet depending on its
direction and course some may find wisdom from it or not. Allah Almighty said (Against them
make ready your strength to the utmost of your power, including steeds of war, to strike terror
into the enemies of Allah and your enemies). In their circumstances, the Prophet (may Allah's
blessings and peace be upon him and his family) and his family deliberately used this method.
Should encouragement prove insufficient, intimidation may prove useful; so, Imam Ali (peace
be upon him) used intimidation in his speeches at appropriate times and settings, understanding
that approaches have certain timings and settings. Consequently, especially with regard to
eschatological issues involving the Mahdi, the Commander of the Faithful (peace be upon him)
carefully chose the most suitable times to employ intimidation.

Key words: methods, Nahjul Balagha, the Awaited Mahdi, advent, tribulations.
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