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Charitable Institutions and Works of Zoroastrian Iran
During the Second Pahlavi Era (1941-1979)
The Arbab Rostam Ghiu Charitable Foundation as a Model
Dr. Igbal Abd Ibrahim Abbas Al Hilali
General Directorate of Education, Qadisiyah
Abstract:

Charity is among the most obvious religious and moral teachings of all religions, and
among those religions, Zoroastrianism, Zoroastrian endowments in Iran have been
moving since the eighteenth century towards establishing and expanding charitable
institutions, to improve their economic, cultural and social conditions, and to adopt
extensive measures to improve the cultural and social development of their society, so
they established and expanded the endowments that they employed in various fields.
Their orientations to organize their endowments and expand their endowment
institutions came as a result of the developments taking place in the environment, and
the expansion of the contacts of the Zoroastrians of Iran with the Zoroastrian Persians
in India, since the Persians decided to improve the conditions of the Zoroastrian sect
during the Qajar era, charitable works increased and endowments grew significantly,
and endowments were allocated to improve the economic, cultural and social
conditions of Iranian Zoroastrians, and endowment organizations and institutions at
that stage were responsible for monitoring Zoroastrian endowments. After the
consolidation of relations between Iranian capitalists and influential people on the one
hand, and foreign businessmen and factory owners on the other hand during the
fifties, Iranian capitalists tried to imitate them in establishing charitable institutions and
carrying out works that serve the public interest with their new character in addition to
accepting social responsibilities.

Keywords: (Zoroaster of Iran, Arbab Rostam Ghiu Foundation, Endowments and
Charity).
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