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The development of Iragi—Chinese relations and ways to enhance them
diplomatically and economically
Assist.Prof.Dr .Nadia Fadil Abbas Fadle
Center for Strategic and International Studies/ University of Baghdad
nadia.fadil@cis.uobaghdad.edu.iq
Abstract :

Iragi—Chinese relations have witnessed remarkable developments over the past two
decades, and the relations between the two countries are a model for emerging strategic
relations in the Middle East region, as these relations developed after the change of the
political regime in Iraq in 2003. This development is due to several geopolitical, economic
and diplomatic factors. Historically, relations between Iraq and China date back to the
mid—twentieth century when China supported Iraq's independence in 1958 and joined
efforts to support economic development in the country. The relations between Iraq and
China are an example of the growing strategic partnership between a country rich in
natural resources like Iraq and a giant economic power like China. The latter is the
largest importer of Iragi oil, as oil exports constitute the majority of trade exchange
between the two countries. On the diplomatic level, there is also an enhancement of
diplomatic dialogue through mutual visits between the two countries and the pivotal role
that Iraq can play in the Belt and Road Initiative due to its distinguished geographical
location in the Middle East, which strengthens its relations with China and gives Irag an
excellent opportunity to develop its economy.

Keywords: (China, Silk Road, Iraq, Economic Development, Diplomacy).
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