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Abstract:

This study addresses one of the contemporary issues that has recently
gained significant attention: the inclusion of insects in food, a topic sparked
by the European Union's decision. This matter has profound implications
for Muslims living in the West and Muslims worldwide, given the global
distribution of European food products. The importance of this research lies
in its focus on a modern issue requiring precise jurisprudential
consideration, as it pertains to the Islamic legal ruling on incorporating
insects into food based on the governing principles and foundations of
Islamic dietary laws regarding permissibility and prohibition.

The research problem revolves around the legal ruling on this matter,
particularly in light of scientific advancements that have altered the nature
of food products and methods of production. Accordingly, the study raises a
central question: Is incorporating insects into food permissible in Islamic
law? What are the principles and jurisprudential guidelines governing this
issue?

The researcher employed a multifaceted scientific approach, including:

V. Descriptive Method: To present the reality of the insects intended
for food inclusion, their usage methods, and the motivations behind
this trend.

Y. Deductive Method: To examine the textual evidence from the Quran
and Sunnah related to the consumption and classification of insects.

Y. Analytical Method: To apply the jurisprudential reasoning related to
the description of "carrion" and analyze it in light of industrial
processes used.

The study concluded that the description of "carrion" applies to insects
added to food, rendering them originally impermissible in Islamic law.
However, an exception exists in the case of chemical transformation
(istihalah), as stipulated by the International Islamic Figh Academy, which
may render such consumption permissible.

Keywords: Contemporary issues, emerging jurisprudential matters,
insects, food, Islamic law.
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Results:

V. The descriptions on which Islamic law bases the prohibition of foods
are four, explicitly mentioned in the verses: carrion (dead animals),
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blood, pork, and animals sacrificed to other than Allah. Our case
pertains specifically to the description of carrion.

. In examining the specific issue (referred to as tahgiq al-manat),

applying the description of carrion to the case at hand reveals that it
is indeed applicable. The insects are killed through methods like
suffocation, killing, and drying, which clearly meet the criteria of
carrion.

. Those who base permissibility on the principle of original allowance

are countered by the fact that this conflicts with an explicit religious
text prohibiting carrion.

. Those who base the permissibility on purity fall outside the scope of

the dispute, as purity is not a justification for the permissibility of
consumption.

. The principle of taba ‘iyyah (contingency) is applied by scholars only

when separation and differentiation are extremely difficult, as in
cases where worms live in food naturally. This does not apply here,
as insects are intentionally added.

. The argument of transformation (istihalah) aligns with the council's

decision that transformation is effective in changing the essence of a
substance, thereby altering its ruling.

. The intent behind adding insects to food is tied to the capitalist

economic theory that views scarcity as the core problem. This
perspective is considered invalid in the Islamic view.

Recommendations:

It is recommended to further study this issue by revisiting the ruling
for those who argued for permissibility, as the specific issue may not
have been fully addressed.

It is advised for Islamic councils and fatwa bodies to consider the
objectives and intentions of Western ideologies, as they are crucial
for the formation of rulings.

Increased caution and thorough consideration of the case is
recommended until the true consequences are examined, especially
due to differing expert opinions on potential harm.

It is recommended to expand research on the immediate and long-
term effects on human health and the environmental impacts of this
issue.
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