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China's Economic diplomacy towards the Middle

East after 2013
Ali Hassan Bader Prof Dr .Assis Alaa Abdul Wahab Abdul Aziz
Ali org@iku.edu.ig alaaabdulwahab@alkadhum-col.edu.ig

Imam Alkadhum College (IKU)/ Department of Political Sciences

Abstract:

Since 2013, China’s economic diplomacy towards the Middle East has
witnessed a clear shift; reflecting the development of its ambitious global
strategy based on the “Belt and Road” initiative, which aims to strengthen trade,
investment and infrastructure ties in the Middle East, by establishing a network
of economic partnerships that enhance Chinese influence in the region. China
relies on various economic tools, including direct investment in infrastructure,
expanding bilateral trade, and establishing economic and trade cooperation
zones. Moreover, China’s economic engagement in the Middle East has helped
secure its growing energy needs, as China is the largest importer of oil from the
region« This is accompanied by a growing interest in other industries such as
advanced technology, communications, and digital infrastructure, which
contribute to diversifying local economies and creating new job opportunities«
Culture and popular exchange also play an integral role in China’s diplomacy, as
it seeks to enhance its image as a responsible economic power seeking peace
and stability in the Middle Eastc As the region continues to face political and
economic challenges, China is expected to remain a pivotal player seeking to
expand its influence and advance its strategic interests through economic
diplomacy tools.

Keywords: Chinese foreign policy, energy security, Belt and Road, soft power,
trade.
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