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Abstract

Andalusia enjoyed a wide commercial reputation and was one of the richest
countries in that period. Its geographical location and the journeys of its
people to the East, for pilgrimage and seeking knowledge, made it linked to
the Arabian Gulf region, as its ports linked the Far East and the
Mediterranean, and received goods from all sides, especially during the
Hajj seasons. The diverse network of roads and means of transportation
also contributed to consolidating these relations, which led to the
prosperity of commercial centers in Andalusia and the Arabian Gulf.
However, trade movement was affected by political factors, such as
revolutions and piracy, which affected economic stability. Governments
sought to secure roads and control the coasts, but taxes imposed on
merchants constituted an obstacle in some periods, although they were
sometimes abolished or reduced to facilitate trade. The research deals with
commercial activity in Andalusia between the ninth and eleventh centuries,
as this activity contributed to the prosperity of the cities of Andalusia and
the emergence of diverse trade routes.
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