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Abstract

After the year 2003, Iraq adopted an administrative decentralization system,
granting provinces the autonomy to manage their affairs through the establishment of
provincial councils. These councils underwent multiple phases of development and
were influenced by various factors, leading to the dominance of certain political
parties over their decision-making and performance. However, the operation of these
councils was suspended in the aftermath of the October 2019 protests. Under the
government of Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani, the councils were reinstated following
the 2021 parliamentary elections, with the Iragi Parliament issuing a resolution in
2023 directing the government to set a date for provincial council elections This
study examines the mechanism of forming these councils post-2003 in the first
chapter. The second chapter focuses on analyzing the results of the 2023 Dhi Qar
Provincial Council elections as a case study, emphasizing the winning political blocs,
the geographical distribution of the elected representatives, the main factors
influencing the election outcomes, and their implications. The research concludes
with a presentation of key findings and recommendations.

Keywords: reading, results, councils, governorates, Dhi Qar
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