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Zionist political thought and transformations of the Palestinian
issue

Ismaeel Akbar Mohammad Tarek Abd Al Hafez
lakbarm1957@gmail.com tarek.col@copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.ig

College of Political Science/University of Baghdad

Abstract:

In the 5™ century BCE, following the Babylonian exile, the Jews during
this period altered the Torah and fabricated a history and rights for themselves in
the land of Palestine. This marked the beginning of the emergence of Ancient
Zionism. In the 19" century, due to the peculiarities of Jewish isolation within
European societies, a growing animosity towards them emerged. This led to
various calls for Jews to break free from their isolation and integrate into
European societies, signaling the rise of Modern Zionism.

The leadership of Ancient Zionism was composed of men from (Bani
Israel), while the leadership of Modern Zionism consisted of Judaized
individuals, not from (Bani Israel), but rather from those living in European
countries and the broader West. The historical commonality between the two
forms of Zionism led Modern Zionism to justify the occupation of Palestine
based on religious claims from the Torah, a narrative established by Ancient
Zionism during the Babylonian exile.

Despite some practical successes of Modern Zionism, it cannot conceal
its intellectual and cognitive contradictions within the folds of its ideology,
which is supported by a Torah-based background used to urge Jews worldwide
to rally behind national and religious claims, demanding a homeland for
themselves. Modern Zionism also utilized the previously hostile stance of the
Christian Church towards Jews, as well as the Holocaust during World War I,
to create an overwhelming feeling of guilty in the Christian West. As a result,
criticism of Jews or Judaism became taboo, and accusation of anti —Semitism
became the dominant response to any objection to the positions of Modern
Zionism.

Key Words: Old Zionism, Modern Zionism, Holocaust, Anti-Semitism.
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