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The Problem of Value Bias in International Relations, Feminist
Theory as a Model

Assistant lecturer Hashim A. Muhsin
University of Baghdad / College of Political Sciences
Hashem.Abd2201p@copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.ig

Abstract:

The theoretical effort based on "value neutrality" led to the complete
marginalization of values from every theoretical structure in the field of
international relations. Later, serious talk began about the fact that human
sciences cannot be free of value judgments, referring to essential political terms
such as (group spirit, political performance of the statesman, political corruption,
war, conflict, etc.). Accordingly, a fundamental division occurred between two
trends. The first called for the naivety of adopting values in the world of
international politics characterized by chaos and uncertainty, because this would
lead to the collapse of the state. The second argued for the importance of
crystallizing values in the external behavior of the state by classifying the duties
and responsibilities of decision-makers. Everything good in political logic is
linked to what is possible. Here, the transition in theory occurs from what is real,
based on positivist theory, to what should be, founded on post-positivist
(normative) theory. Feminist theory is one of the post-positivist approaches that
focuses on the role of values in shaping the orientations of societies and their
decision-makers to serve the interests of the state within the framework of its
multiple international interactions. A detailed examination of the intellectual
premises of feminist theorizing will reveal many value biases that are no
different from other theories in circulation in the field.

Keywords: Bias, Values, International Relations, Feminist theory.
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