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Abstract:

The research aims to study the mythical dimension in narrative fiction through
the novel Taghribat al-Qafir by Zharan al-Qasimi. Taghribat al-Qafir is a mythical
journey about the irony of water mocking the pains of the thirsty and a mythical birth
from the womb of a drowned mother, leading to the protagonist's odyssey through
water. Set in an Omani village in an unspecified time, the novel begins with the death
of Al-Qafir's mother and ends with the death of Al-Qafir himself. In both instances,
death is followed by fertility, greenery, and prosperity. Through a continuous interplay
between reality and myth, the author constructs a tightly woven narrative and a
transparent poetic language by crafting intriguing characters that play a fundamental
role in people's lives while simultaneously evoking their aversion and fear. In this way,
Zharan al-Qasimi brings us closer to an unconventional setting for contemporary
novels—a setting of valleys and aflaj (traditional irrigation systems) in Oman,
exploring the impact of nature on humans.Keywords: (Taghriba — Myth — Strangeness
— Water — Events)
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