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The Caliphate of Imam Hassan (peace be upon him) between society’s
deviation and disappointment
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Abstract
After the Battle of the Camel, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) took Kufa as
the capital of his caliphate. He lived in a society that knew Islam through
the three caliphs and the governors who preceded him in power, because
Irag was conquered during their reign, and they ruled it according to their
policies. As for Imam Ali (peace be upon him), he did not know it. The
people of Irag, and he did not live with them nor did they see him during
that period, which made the Iraqis influenced by the policies of the early

caliphs to the extent that they rebelled against some of his decisions (peace
be upon him) after he assumed the caliphate, including that he could not
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prevent his soldiers from praying Tarawih, and they called out: And live in
peace. The Sunnah was changed. Omar, in addition to the inclinations of
Basra society towards the third caliph, Othman, and the consequences of
the Kharijite war, this complex social structure of the Iraqis had its negative
consequences on the succession of Imam Hassan (peace be upon him) and
his war with Muawiyah, and this is what we notice in his speech that he
delivered on the day of his pledge of allegiance to the caliphate, where he
said: “But I I knew the people of Kufa, so whoever was corrupt is not
suitable for me among them, and they have no loyalty and no obligation in
word or deed, so by God, Muawiyah is better for me than those who claim
to be my Shiites who sought to kill me, plunder my wealth, and take my
money.” They even wanted to kill him or hand him over to Muawiyah, and
he mentioned This is in one of his sermons: “By God, if I had fought
Muawiyah, they would have seized my neck until they delivered me to him
peacefully.” So (peace be upon him) hastened to make peace with
Muawiyah

Opening words: Caliphate, Imam, Al-Hasan (peace be upon him),
deviation, betrayal
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(2) Ibn Qutaybah Al-Dinawari, Abdullah bin Muslim, Al-Imamah and Politics, trans.
Ali Shiri, 1st ed., Amir Press, Qom, 1413 AH, 1/41

(3) Ibn Al-Athir, Ali bin Abi Al-Karm, Al-Kamil fi Al-Tarikh, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1965
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(5) Al-Baraqqi, Hussein bin Ahmad, History of Kufa, Al-Haidariyya Library, 1st ed.,
Najaf Al-Ashraf, 1424 AH, p. 219

(6 ) Al-Mufid, Al-Irshad, 2/11

(7)) Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, 3/325

(8) lbrahim ibn Muhammad, al-Gharat, ed.: Sayyid Jalal al-Din al-Husayni al-Urmawi,
(n.d.), 1/17

(9) al-Sadug, Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Husayn al-Qummi, Sifat al-Shi’a, Abdi Press,
Tehran, (n.d.), p. 15

(10) al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir, al-Tabari’s History, ed.: Muhammad Abu al-Fadl
Ibrahim, 2nd ed., Dar al-Ma’arif, Cairo, 1969, 4/44

(11) 1bn al-Athir, al-Kamil, 3/323

(12 )Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays al-Sa’di al-Tamimi, whose nickname was Abu Bahr, and
whose name was al-Dahhak ibn Qays, had lived during the time of the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) but had not seen him. The Prophet (peace and
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blessings of Allah be upon him) prayed for him. Al-Ahnaf was one of the great, wise,
cunning, and intelligent men. He was considered one of the great followers of Basra.
Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays died in Kufa during the reign of Mus’ab ibn al-Zubayr in the year
67 AH. Ibn Abd al-Barr, al-Isti’ab, 1/145.

(13) Shabath ibn Rib’i al-Tamimi al-Yarbu’i, Abu Abd al-Quddus, was the first to help
kill Uthman. He lived during the time of Ali (peace be upon him) and was one of his
companions. He narrated from him, then he joined the Kharijites, then he repented, then
he was among those who fought al-Husayn (peace be upon him), then al-Mukhtar killed
him in the year 70 AH. Ibn Hajar, al-1sabah, 3/303

(14 ) al-Baladhuri, Ahmad ibn Yahya, Ansab al-Ashraf, ed.: Muhammad Hamidullah,
Dar al-Ma’arif, Cairo, 1959 2/342

(15)It is a large region between Baghdad and Wasit on the eastern side. Its upper border
is connected to Baghdad. It contains several intermediate countries, includin: Iskaf,
Jarjaraya, Al-Safiyah, Dayr Qana, and others. It was there that the Commander of the
Faithful, Ali Ibn Abi Talib (may God be pleased with him), took place. Yaqut Al-
Hamawi, Mu’jam Al-Buldan, 5/325

(16 )Al-Tabari, History of Al-Tabari, 6/44

(17 ) Al-Iskafi, Muhammad ibn Abdullah Al-Mu'tazili, Al-Mi'yar wa Al-Mizanah fi
Fadhail Al-Imam Amir Al-Mu'minin Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him), trans.
Muhammad Bagir Al-Mahmoudi, 1st ed., 1981 AD, p. 98

(18 ) Al-Imran: Verse: 153

(19 )At-Tawbah: Verse: 46

(20 )An-Nisa: Verse: 72

21 )Al-Baladhuri, Ansab Al-Ashraf, 2/370(

(22) Al-Rawandi, Saeed Hibat Al-Din, Minhaaj Al-Bara'ah fi Sharh Nahj Al-Balagha,
trans. Sayyid Abdul Latif Al-Kuhkamari, 2nd ed., Al-Khayyam, Qom, 1406 AH, 1/179
(23 )Ibn Abi Al-Hadid, 1zz Al-Din Abdul Hamid, Sharh Nahj Al-Balagha, trans.
Muhammad Abu Al-Fadl Ibrahim, 2nd ed., Dar lhya Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, Cairo, 1967
AD ,13/179

(24 ) Al-Baladhuri, Ansab Al-Ashraf, 2/379

(25) Al-Mufid, Al-Irshad, 1/280

(26 )Ibn Abi Al-Hadid, Sharh Al-Nahj, 2/115
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