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Abstract:

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, European colonial powers
were competing to divide up spheres of influence in Africa. France, Britain,
and Germany were among the major powers seeking to expand their
colonial reach and influence. Morocco, with its strategic location in
northwest Africa, was of great interest to these colonial powers.

At the end of the nineteenth century, Morocco was an independent

state, but it suffered from internal weakness and economic backwardness,
which made it a target for European ambitions. France, which had
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established its influence in Algeria and Tunisia, sought to expand its
influence in Morocco. In contrast, Germany, under the leadership of Kaiser
Wilhelm 11, sought to strengthen its position as a major power and compete
with France for control of the region.

The crisis actually began in March 1905 when the German Kaiser
Wilhelm Il visited Tangier and gave a speech in support of Moroccan
independence. This visit and speech were a direct challenge to French
ambitions in Morocco. France sought to bring Morocco under its control
and establish a kind of informal protectorate over the country.
Keywords: European agreements, Morocco, Algeciras Conference, First
Moroccan crisis.
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