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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis serves as a tool for understanding the
mechanisms of dominance and the reproduction of power within political
debates, where the Trump-Harris debate evolved into a linguistic
battlefield reflecting an ideological struggle that transcends conventional
politics. Trump relied on a populist rhetoric rooted in exaggeration,
sarcasm, and fear-mongering, using mockery as a means to undermine his
opponents' legitimacy, turning his discourse into a vehicle for deepening
societal divisions rather than presenting a coherent political vision.
Conversely, Harris presented an analytical discourse framed as democratic
pluralism, yet it ultimately amounted to a bureaucratic reformist approach
lacking the radical force necessary for substantive transformation. Thus,
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the debate manifested as a clash between an exclusionary authoritarian
rhetoric and a superficially inclusive democratic narrative, where neither
candidate sought to dismantle the structures of power but merely
repackaged them through divergent strategies.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Trump, Kamala, Debate,
Language, Power, Ideology.
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