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Temporal and Regional Relationships in the Qur’anic
Discourse: A Pragmatic Approach
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Abstract

This research seeks to solve a number of problems related to the relationship between
times and events in the Qur’anic discourse and to address issues related to the so-called visceral
times, or the ambiguity of time in the context. Among those problems: Why does time in some
texts move forward, and delay in others? Do the temporal directions bear any indications of the
progress of events forward, or their regression back? How can we adjust the course of events
in the time horizons that are free of any indicators? Then the research uses concepts from
pragmatic linguistics to solve these problems. This is because pragmatics works on those issues
referred to and through its approach, the research will present temporal and facial analyzes on
Qur’anic verses, aiming at regulating the relations between time and destination, arranging the
course of events in them, and removing the confusion that the recipient of the text or discourse
may understand. It will show that there are temporal destinations that bear indicators that
reveal the directional course of events. There are also other destinations that are devoid of
these indicators. Hence, it is necessary to invoke the context, components, or trading links to
determine the temporal and chronological course of events.

Keywords: time, direction, interchangeability.
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