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Abstract

The Arabic and Persian languages have significantly intertwined due to
various circumstances and factors. Despite belonging to different linguistic
families, these two languages share certain similarities in their vocabulary.
Persian, an Indo-European language, is considered the second most important
language in the Islamic world after Arabic. It has been a medium for thought,
knowledge, poetry, and literature through different eras.

Due to proximity, interaction, the adoption of Islam, and the borrowing of
the Arabic script, both languages have borrowed extensively from each other.
The pronunciation of many Arabic words borrowed by Persians differs; for
example, the Arabic word “_l8, (qetdr) pronounced with a kasra becomes
« kb (gatir) with a fatha in Persian. Similarly, «3 _-=» (Eraq) pronounced
with a kasra becomes «3!_e» (Araq) with a fatha.
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Moreover, some original Persian words differ in pronunciation and mean-
ing from their Arabic counterparts, creating homographs that differ in seman-
tics. For instance, the Arabic word «u+~3» (Xas) has a different meaning than
the Persian «u+>» (Xas), which means fodder, while lettuce is called « 58Sy in
Persian. There are also homographs that differ in pronunciation and meaning,
like «_» (Dor) meaning jewels in Persian and «_» (Dar) meaning door.

The primary reason for these differences is the role of short vowels in
causing variations in pronunciation and meaning among similar words. This
research aims to highlight the role of short vowels in phonetic and semantic
changes and to examine the alignment of these sounds between Arabic and
Persian, aiding researchers in phonetic studies of these languages.
Keywords: Arabic language, Persian language, short vowels, semantic

change.
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*  Masoud Dehghan & Aliyeh Kord-e Zafaranlu Kambuziya, A Short Analy-
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