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15 

ٚايٓصٛص باشتراتٝذ١ٝ تدرٜض الأدب 

طايبات  ايتدٌٝ المٛد٘ ٚأثرٙ في تحصٌٝ 

 الخاَض ايعًُٞ ٚتفهيرٖٔ المصتكبًٞ 

 411-386  ّ. باشِ محُد َٗٝدٟ

 



©Authors, 2025, College of Education for Humanities  University of Anbar. This is an open-access article 

under the CC BY 4.0 license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

 

P. ISSN 1995-8463 /E. ISSN 2706-6673
*Corresponding author  E-mail :  

abdulla.ayed@uoanbar.edu.iq   

 

 

Volume 22, Issue 1, March 2025‎ 

 
Journal of University of Anbar for Humanities 

 
 

The Correlation Between British Virtual  Materials and  Improving EFL 

Students' ‎Vocabulary and British Chunks Awareness 

https://doi.org/10.37653/juah.2025.155176.1314  
 

Submitted: 

12/11/2024 

Accepted: 

14/01/2025 

Published: 

30/03/2025 

ORCID *Dr. Abdullah Ayed Hardan 

  

        University of Anbar - College of Education for ‎Humanities 

  

:Abstract 

Aims: This study aims to investigate the correlation between learning 

English language via British virtual materials and the improvement of the students' 

vocabulary and British chunks awareness. Methodology: Eighteen (18) male and 

female students chosen from taken from 2
nd

 grade at the Department of English, 

College of Education for Humanities to take place in the study. A semi-structured- 

interview and ClassVR and Mondly VR tools were used for collecting data. A 

rubric model was prepared to categorize the participants' answers. Results: The 

results revealed that there was high correlation between the use of British virtual 

materials and students' vocabulary improvement, the students learned vocabulary 

from authentic British context that they did not expose to in the syllabus and can 

last for life such as how to say "I am tired" (the levels of tiredness): I'm tired to the 

bone; I'm exhausted; I'm dog-Tired; I'm dragging; and I'm running on empty. These 

expressions will be different if the learner translates from Arabic to English and 

vice versa. In addition, the results revealed that British virtual materials have 

improved students' awareness of the British chunk and understanding the culture 

such as engaging with the virtual guide of the British Museum and gain good 

information. 
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 الملخص:
تَدف ٍرِ الدزاس٘ إلى الهظف عً العلاق٘ بين تعله اللغ٘ الإنجلٔزٓ٘ مً 

ّّعَٔه للهلاو الْٔمٕ  الطب٘خلال المْاد الافتراضٔ٘ البرٓطاىٔ٘ ّتحشين مفسدات 

الجاىٕ في قشه اللغ٘  طالبًا ّطالب٘ مً الصف(  81 ) البرٓطاىٕ. ناٌ المظازنٌْ

نلٔ٘ التربٔ٘ للعلْو الإىشاىٔ٘. تم تجنٔع مكابل٘ طبُ ميظن٘ لجنع / الإنجلٔزٓ٘

للْاقع  (ClassVR and Mondly VR)البٔاىات ّنرلو تم استخداو بسىامجين 

الافتراضٕ  . تم إعداد نمْذج تكٔٔه لتصئف إجابات المظازنين. نظفت اليتائج عً 

ّجْد علاق٘ ّثٔك٘ بين استخداو المْاد الافتراضٔ٘ البرٓطاىٔ٘ ّتحشين مفسدات 

الطلب٘، حٔح تعله الطلب٘ مفسدات مً سٔام بسٓطاىٕ أصٔل لم ٓتعسضْا لُ في الميَج 

مجل نٔفٔ٘ قْل "أىا متعب" )مشتْٓات التعب(: اىا متعب  ّيمهً أٌ تشتنس مدٚ الحٔاٗ

حتٙ اليخاع، اىا ميَو، اىا مسٍل جدا، اىا اجس ىفشٕ، اىا اعنل علٙ اخس قطسٗ مً 

الطاق٘. ستهٌْ ٍرِ التعبيرات مختلف٘ إذا تسجه المتعله مً العسبٔ٘ إلى الإنجلٔزٓ٘ 

اد الافتراضٔ٘ البرٓطاىٔ٘ ّالعهص صخٔح. بالإضاف٘ إلى ذلو، نظفت اليتائج أٌ المْ

بالجكاف٘ البرٓطاىٔ٘ ّفَنَه للجكاف٘ مجل الاىدماج ّالتفاعل  الطلب٘ قد حشيت ّعٕ 

مع الظخص الرٖ ٓعنل ندلٔل افتراضٕ في المتخف البرٓطاىٕ ّالحصْل علٙ 

 معلْمات جٔدٗ ميُ.
 .الاجَاد اليفشٕ، التعافي، فآسّض نْزّىا :الهلنات المفتاحٔ٘

Introduction 

 In the recent flow of iterated EFL teaching and learning 

system, virtual learning resources have been incorporated in the mode 

of teaching/learning when imparting English to the students. Two of 

the components that have been mentioned as crucial skills in this 

virtual learning environment are the growth of specifically identified 

vocabularies and understanding of the ―chunks‖ – short phrases used in 

real-life conversations, on the progress in the sphere of Nagy (2012). 

The use of British virtual materials by EFL learners will help them 
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 easily grasp the meaning and usage of words and also the British 

chunks they require to master in order to enhance their interaction 

when using English language as a foreign language Newton (2020). 

As pointed out by Jacob (2023), Dahaam (2019) and Naqi 

(2020), the fact has been established that the different case of chunk 

awareness aids learners in the process of actual communication in as 

much as it enhances language fluency and comprehensibility. 

Moreover, since learning words enlarge a learner‘s abilities in 

understanding as well as using the language all through, vocabulary 

remains a core component of EFL learning. British virtual materials 

provide students with contextualized learning of more specific lexicon 

and chunk and build the chunk and select a considerable part of them in 

situ in rather realistic British English communication (Liu, 2022). Such 

material includes, for example, digital text books, online classes and 

courses, videos and multimedia, as well as resources from reliable 

British educational portals. 

Based on the works of Rababah (2002) the gap that English 

learners face is the one that concerns the failure of understanding many 

expressions and sentences in the English language used by native 

speakers. This is because it involves expressions as are in use in 

everyday life situations and such like. This face has to be explored 

because students must be equipped, and be taught English according to 

the CLLS in order to ascertain its impact to comprehend English 

speaking people, as well as when there is an interaction with a native 

person who can comprehend the speaker. Includes a low degree of 

ambiguity between at least two communicators in a strongly given 

aspect. 

Despite the above mentioned resources, there is scarcity of and 

empirical investigation on how and in what manner, British virtual 

materials contribute to the enhancement of EFL learners‘ vocabulary 

and chunk awareness. The purpose of this research is to examine the 

differences between direct use of British virtual materials in relation to 
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EFL students‘ British chunk awareness and their vocabulary. Through 

an examination of this relationship, the study aims at establishing how 

effectively the use of the virtual learning resources enhances the EFL 

students‘ Language proficiency as well as comprehending and using 

British English with more ease. 

Statement of the Problem 

The main goal of students joining English departments is to learn 

English and be able to use it effectively. Learning the linguistic system, 

grammar and language functions is not enough for learners to be able 

to use the language effectively. They need to integrate additional skills 

to support them such as daily life expressions and cultural behaviours. 

During the last decade, researchers have been interested in integrating 

culture into English language learning, and this integration has had an 

effective impact on learners‘ ability to communicate and understand 

native speakers. However, the matter still needs to be deepened in 

teaching English, as we see that most non-native English speakers face 

difficulty in understanding everyday sentences (chunks) spoken by 

native English speakers, which is an official language governed by 

rules. In order to enable Iraqi students enrolled in English departments 

at Iraqi universities to understand native speakers and be able to 

communicate with them, they must learn English chunks. In order to 

achieve this goal, a teaching strategy must be adopted to apply its 

techniques and formulate a teaching plan to teach chunks expressions. 

The researcher reviewed the previous literature and found that studies 

Petersen, et al. (2009); Aladjem & Jou (2016); Dai & Callan (2019); 

He, et al. (2019); Suárez, et al. (2020); Bozdag, et al.c (2024); and 

Haber & Poesio (2024) who proved the effectiveness of using the 

contextualized language learning strategy in teaching everyday 

expressions to native speakers that, if translated literally, do not give 

the same meaning. In most of these studies it is shown that how the 

authentic and real life contexts improve the students' daily life 

vocabularies and the British idioms resulted to increase the students' 

chunks.  
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The Aims 

This study aims to: 

1- Identify the correlation between learning English language via 

British virtual materials and the improvement of the students' 

English vocabulary. 

2-  Identify the correlation between learning English language via 

British virtual materials and the improvement of the students' 

awareness of British chunks. 

The Hypotheses 

To verify the aims of the study, the following hypotheses have 

been set: 

1- There is a correlation between learning English language via 

British virtual materials and the improvement of the students' 

vocabulary. 

2- Learning English language via British virtual materials improve 

students' awareness of British chunks. 

Significance of the study 

The speaker's understanding of everyday expressions in context 

is very important for the purpose of being able to understand the native 

speaker and the ability to respond and interact naturally. Understanding 

spoken language helps speakers to express their thoughts and desires in 

a natural way that is consistent with the situation, as using formal 

language loses the conversational sense of the language. Also, 

understanding everyday expressions helps in awareness of British 

culture, and learning the language in a natural way helps in 

understanding pragmatic expressions and brings the speaker closer to 

native and semi-native speakers. Also, the outcomes of this study help 

students in understanding the difference between learning the linguistic 
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system and grammar and using the language fluently in context. 

Limits of the study 

This study is limited to: 

1- Location: The study was conducted at the College of education 

for Humanities, University of Anbar, which lies in Ramadi city , 

Iraq. 

2- Participants: The participants were chosen from the 2
nd

 grade, 

from Department of English. 

3- Duration: The study was conducted during the second semester 

of the academic year 2023/2024. 

3- Period: based on the study design and objectives, the period of 

the study was 6 weeks as a short-term study for exploring the 

impact of British virtual materials on the improvement of the 

students' vocabulary and their improvement of the awareness of 

British chunks 

Literature Review 

Virtual reality is an electronic tool that is characterized by high 

realistic interaction accuracy, aiming to create an environment that 

makes the learner live as if he/she is in the event and interacting with it 

instead of sitting behind smart devices only receiving information. The 

accuracy of virtual reality reaches the point where the user doubts 

whether he/she is actually living the events and interacting with them 

or whether he/she is living in a virtual simulation (Bell & Fogler, 

2015). 

The concept of virtual materials which is based on "virtual 

reality" has become widespread in Iraq after the experience of Iraqi 

professors and students during the quarantine period resulting from the 

outbreak of Covid-19 and the transformation of education in the world 

to 
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distance learning. As a result of the limits that encounter the students in 

exposing to the English language, it was necessary to use technology to 

develop the language skills of students in the English language 

departments in the colleges of Education, Arts and Languages (Hoang, 

et al., 2023). Due to the virtual educational materials nature, the ease of 

use and the possibility of controlling and formulating them according 

to learning objectives, their use has become available to everyone, but 

so far, many studies have not proven whether virtual reality can be a 

tool for developing students' linguistic skills when integrating virtual 

materials with study materials and curricula specific to the learners' 

level (ibid, 3). 

The use educational materials built and derived from "virtual 

reality tools", it means employing technology to simulate reality, which 

gives learners the opportunity to interact realistically with the content 

as if the learner is interacting with native speakers (Korkut & Surer, 

2023). This interaction with reality helps learners learn culture and 

daily expressions that are not taught in textbooks. This is the language 

that learners must use for successful dialogues (Stella, et al., 2023). 

Learning a language using virtual educational materials does not 

challenge the concept of learning through educational programs, social 

media platforms and YouTube videos, but rather goes beyond the use 

of open educational resources and artificial intelligence tools for the 

purpose of simulating reality situations (Chelloug, et al., 2023). Asad, 

et al. (2021) found that virtual reality can be used as pedagogical 

instrument, educational technology aid, teaching-learning model, 

communication developer, and good  experiential learning helper. 

Hamilton, et al., (2021) found that the use of virtual reality tools 

in education was only an aid to the learning process and was merely 

complementary and not comprehensive. The nature of learning is often 

conceptual and the focus is on language functions and the use of 

language in a natural and automatic way. 
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Azevich (2019) found that VR teaching tools helped learners 

learn in realistic content, developed students‘ creative thinking, and 

helped integrate technology with language learning, which resulted in 

lifelong learning as students learned the everyday expressions of native 

speakers. 

Asad, et al. (2021) found that the use of virtual reality in 

educational content developed linguistic, social, and cultural skills and 

benefited from its features that provided an authentic realistic 

experience. Virtual reality tools helped create an environment that 

simulates reality and the learner feels a real interaction with the 

language within a realistic context that uses the language 

spontaneously. This experience developed students' experiential 

learning and encouraged them to continue learning. 

The above information is based heavily on the approach of 

implementing authentic materials in education. Since the ultimate goal 

of using various teaching methods and strategies is to motivate 

students, many studies have proven that motivating learners to learn is 

one of the most important factors in the success of student learning. 

The more the educational materials are closely related to the lives of 

learners and are close to their interests, the stronger the learning 

process will be and will continue throughout life. Therefore, most 

researchers have emphasized the importance of using authentic 

educational materials (Joraboyev, 2021). 

The use of authentic teaching materials provides students with 

the target language culture, realistic exposure to the target language, 

stimulates learning, and creates an atmosphere for students‘ creativity. 

These advantages are achieved by the communicative approach. Since 

the adoption of the communicative approach in the formulation of 

textbooks, reading texts have become articles and real texts that can be 

found in reality, such as an airplane ticket, an article about a social 

reality, a restaurant menu, etc. (Huda, 2017). Furthermore, the 

authentic materials reduces anxiety levels, provides enjoyable learning 

situation
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s, provides realistic learning situations, is easy to use, develops creative 

thinking, critical thinking and interpretive thinking, increases learners' 

ability to concentrate, presents language through audio, visual and 

tangible educational means, encourages cooperative learning, group 

learning and discovery learning, and develops learners' ability to 

analyze and reason (Joraboyev, 2021; and Rao, 2019). 

The most developed techniques that the authentic materials 

affected is the students' vocabulary, learning and memorizing new 

words are based on situational learning, which means authentic 

learning (Marpaung & Situmeang, 2020). Learning the authentic 

materials via the virtual materials has increased greatly the EFL 

learners' vocabulary and cultural awareness of the target language 

(Wang, et al., 2021). 

Previous Studies 

Lee et al. (2024) investigated the effect of virtual reality based 

on authentic materials on the communication development of EFL 

learners. The participants were 19 undergraduate students from Korea. 

The participants were trained in a semi-realistic training program on 

various virtual reality communication tasks. Semi-structured interview 

and observation criteria were used to collect data. The results of the 

study showed that students who were exposed to authentic 

conversations from native speakers in virtual environments had high-

level vocabulary, i.e., they used the language as native speakers use it 

without any ambiguity. The results also showed that the participants‘ 

attitudes toward using authentic learning materials via virtual reality 

were very high, and all participants confirmed that they would continue 

learning the language according to this strategy by integrating the real 

world with learning via virtual reality tools. 

Lia (2023) investigated the role of authentic materials in 

developing EFL university students'' English vocabulary of procedure 

text. Tthe participants were 70 university students. A vocabulary MCQ 

achieve
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ment test was used to collect the data. The result revealed that the 

students who exposed to authentic texts have improved their 

vocabulary and can use each vocabulary in its suitable context. In 

addition, the students learned how to integrate daily-expression, cues, 

signs in communication. 

Munawir, et al. (2021) investigated the effect of teaching English 

vocabulary via authentic materials in increasing EFL students' 

vocabulary storage. The participants were 35 1st grade university 

students. A pretest and a posttest were used to collect the data from two 

groups. The results revealed that the implementation of authentic 

material in teaching vocabulary helped learners improve English 

vocabulary. 

Tai, et al. (2021) investigated the role of Virtual Reality via the 

Smartphone authentic educational materials on university students' 

social daily-life vocabulary learning. The participants were 49 

university students who were divided into two groups. A students' a 

perception questionnaire, a vocabulary achievement tests,  and 

interviews were used to collect the data. The results revealed that the 

learning vocabulary and daily-expressions by using authentic materials 

via the virtual reality tools was very significant and useful, the students 

became more confident in using the language and express their ideas 

fluently due to learning in a stimulation context. 

Methodology 

The Participants 

The population of the study is all the EFL university students at 

the departments of English in Iraqi universities. The participants were 

(18) male and female students from 2
nd

 grade at the Department of 

English, College of Education for Humanities. Participants were 

selected from those who volunteered to participate and take part in the 

training programme using real educational materials through the use of 

virtual reality tools. 
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The Instrument 

A semi-experimental interview, an achievement test, and 

vocabulary instructional programme based on authentic material via 

virtual reality tool were used for collecting data. ClassVR and Mondly 

VR tools were adopted to train the students to learn English daily-life 

vocabulary, expressions, and aware of the British chunks. The ClassVR 

is "an educational VR platform with hundreds of immersive lessons 

about culture and language. These include English language lessons, as 

well as topics that are relevant to daily life in English-speaking 

countries and other regions (like shopping, school, weddings and 

more)".  

Mondly VR is an application tool for language learning. To 

apply the application "A learner can go through a virtual world and 

practical real-life conversations with VR characters like ordering a 

drink, saying ―hello‖ and more. A learner doesn't  worry if s/he not sure 

what to say: the app will display a few responses one can choose from. 

And if a learner wants to hear how each response is pronounced, just 

click the audio icon next to him/her". 

The Validity 

To verify the face validity of the instruments, they were 

presented to a jury members who are  experts in the field of English 

language teaching and linguistics, in addition to experts in computer-

based educational programmes and experts in smart applications. The 

jury members suggested to omit the Engage VR, Engage VR, Virtual 

Speech, VRChat, Language Lab, and Fulldive applications because 

they were difficult to use, too expensive, or do not match 100% the 

study aims. The recommendations were taken into account and 

modifications were made.  
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The Reliability 

To calculate the reliability of the interview, inter-rater reliability 

method was used. The researcher and his colleague as independent 

reviewers, review the results of the interview and provide agreement on 

the stability, reliability, usability of the  of tools which was 89.00 

which considered high reliability. The reliability of the achievement 

test is a must in order to make sure that the test is consistently 

measuring what it is suppose to and providing the same results with 

equal reliability. To ensure the test reliability the researcher outline 

clearly what the test aims to measure with explicit learning objectives 

setting clear questions and avoiding ambiguous wording or confusing 

interpretations. Also, the researcher makes sure to apply ample number 

of items in the test to cover the matter comprehensively and providing 

clear instructions to the students to avoid misunderstandings. In 

addition, to assure the consistency of the test the researcher calculate 

the reliability coefficient by test-retest reliability.  

The Results 

Results related to the first hypothesis 

The first hypothesis states "There is a correlation between 

learning English language via British virtual materials and the 

improvement of the students' vocabulary". Pearson correlation 

coefficient and the significance (p-value) were used to analyze the data. 

Table (1) shows the results. 

Table 1: Pearson correlation coefficient and the significance (p-value) 

Tests Correlation Coefficient P-value Sig. 

Posttest 0.976 0.02 0.05 
 

Table 1 shows that the correlation coefficient value is 0.976 

which is close to 1.00 value.  And the p-value 0.02 is less than the 
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 significance value 0.05, this result indicates that there is a strong 

positive correlation relationship between pre and posttests scores for 

the favour of the posttest. This means that the first hypothesis is 

accepted. 

The results offer strong evidence in favor of the hypothesis that 

vocabulary growth and English language acquisition through British 

virtual resources are related. Students who used British virtual 

materials significantly outperformed those who only used traditional 

learning resources in terms of vocabulary acquisition, according to data 

collected from student assessments and feedback. 

One of the main observations from the findings is that 

vocabulary learning was significantly improved by the interactive and 

contextualized British virtual materials. The resources, which 

incorporate multimedia components like films, tests, and real-world 

conversations, gave students frequent opportunities to encounter new 

words in relevant settings. This supports earlier findings that contextual 

learning encourages greater word retention and comprehension, 

especially when students encounter vocabulary in real-world contexts 

with obvious and pertinent meanings. 

Moreover, the findings show that students who used British 

virtual resources improved both their vocabulary depth (the capacity to 

use words correctly and comprehend their subtleties) and breadth (the 

quantity of words they know). The immersive nature of the materials, 

which frequently include British cultural references, colloquial 

expressions, and frequently used collocations, allowing students to 

understand how words function in natural speech, is responsible for this 

improvement. 

Results related to the second hypothesis 

The second hypothesis states that "Learning English language 

via British virtual materials improve students' awareness of British 
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 chunks". To verify the hypothesis, an interview was conducted. 

The participants' responses were transcript and analyzed based 

on "British National Corpus" BNC (http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/ ). 

BNC is used as a criteria to classify the British chunks to Frequency, 

Usage, Semantic Grouping, Collocation, authentic usage (say but don't 

say), and formal/informal. The researcher classified the students' 

responses (what they have learned to use in daily life expressions) as 

following: 

First: Daily Expressions 

1- When you finish your speech you say "I rest my case". 

2- If you want someone to stop speaking, you said "I see your 

point". 

3- "As a matter of fact". This means "Actually" but with more 

emphasis. 

4- In all honesty.  

5- "Can I take a rain check"? This Rolls off the tongue when one is 

unable to make it at a particular time to an invitation occasion. 

This would mean that you can‘t do that today nonetheless you 

can do it accompanied with that at the other same time. 

6- "Elephant in the room". This means that there is a topic/ issue of 

discussion which everybody knows about but nobody wants to 

address. 
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Second: Don't say, but Say  

Don't Say Say 

Fat Full figure 

Maid Home aide. 

Died Passed Away 

Food cover The rapper 

Get near me Slide over 

I lost the bus I missed the bus. 

Push me Shove me 

I really appreciate it I owe you big time. 

Open the food bag Tear the bag open. 

I am satisfied I am in seventh heaven. 

I am surprised I am blown away. 

I am confused I am lost in the sauce. 

Empty Vacant 

Set up Display 

Friendly. Amiable 

I wish I won't have to go there. 
I wish I didn't have to go 

there. 

Wait me, please. wait for me, Please. 

He is nice He is friendly. 

She is smart. She is brilliant. 

He's funny. He's hilarious. 

He's tall He's towering. 

He is shy He is coy. 

Be careful. Watch out. 

Ask questions Fire away. 

I'm confused. I'm in the dark. 

I have a lot of work I've bigger fish to fry. 

You make me laugh. You crack me up. 

Someone who talks a lot. A chatterbox. 

Unnecessary person A third wheel. 

Work hard for success. No pain no gain. 

To finish To wrap it up. 

To continue To carry on. 

Happy Overjoyed 

Sad Depressed. 

Agree Cross  / Irate. 

I don't know I'm not certain. 

Excuse me Pardon. 

I like it I'm into it. 

Thank you I appreciate it. 
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Third: Formal expressions vs daily used expressions 

Wait: 

1- Just a second 

2- Hold your horses. 

3- Bear with me. 

Can you repeat 

1- What was that? 

2- Come again. 

3- I didn't catch that. 

It's very easy 

1- It's a piece of cake. 

2- It's a walk in the park. 

3- It's a breeze. 

4- It's a cinch. 

I'm fine 

1- I'm pretty food. 

2- Never been better. 

3- I am doing phenomenal. 

4- Not too bad. 

I will pay 

1- It's on me. 

2- It's my treat. 

3- I'll take care of that. 

I am Sad 

1- I am feeling blue. 

2- I am in low spirits. 

3- I am on a downer. 

To apologize 

1- No damage done. 

2- Don't worry about. 

3- It happens. 

4- Please don't let it happen 

again. 

I don't Care 

1- It doesn't matter to me. 

2- I'm unfazed by it. 

3- I'm indifferent. 

4- It's all the same to me. 

Let me Know 

1- I wait your answer. 

2- Feel free to inform me. 

3- I would like to have your 

feedback. 

4- Kindly keep me updated. 

I understand 

1- I get the point. 

2- I get your Idea. 

3- I hear what you are saying. 
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Fourth: Basic Expressions Vs.  Daily expressions 

Basic Expressions Daily expressions 

Let's drink some coffee. Let's grab some coffee. 

I'll think about it.  I'll sleep on it. 

Give me more details. Fill me in. 

Are you crazy? Are you nuts? 

Say what are hidden, say directly.  Bite the bullet. 

Very good friends. Two peas in a pod. 

I'll pay the bill. It's on me. 

Think about it. Sleep on it. 

Don't touch that. Hands off. 

 

Fifth: How to say English Chunk? 

I zone out صفْد وسسزد 

Speechless ًػاخص ػِ اىنلا 

Wordless صاٍد 

Drop me off here اّصىٍ هْا 

Even steven ُّسِ ٍرؼادلا 

The table is wobbly اىطاوىح ذرَسخر 

No hard feeling تدوُ شػو 

Go fly a kite ٍاغسب ػِ وخه 

It's not my cup of tea ٍهرا ىُس ذوق 

Come again. اػد ٍا قيد ٍِ فضيل 

Fend for yourself. اػرٍْ تْفسل 

I need a change of scenery ازراج اىً ذغُُس خى 

I will not stand idly by  ٌىِ أقف ٍنرىف الاَد 

Let's not split hairs. دػْا لا ّرْاقش فٍ اىرفاصُو 

Without further ado دوُ ٍقدٍاخ ٍِ 

Don't patronize me ٍلا ذؼاٍيٍْ مأٍّ غث 

You are on thin ice. اّد فٍ وضغ زسج 

In the nick of time فٍ اخس ىسظه 
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I'm walking on air. اّا طاَس ٍِ اىفسذ 

By all means. ٍّزاضس ٍِ ػُى 

Ease your mind. زَر تاىل 

Reassure me. ٍَْط 

Leave the door ajar. اذسك اىثاب شثه ٍفرىذ 

Argy-Bargy. خداه تصىخ ػاىٍ لا قَُه ىه 

Out of the dark. ٍىضح قدََح -قدٌَ خدا  

Gone out with the ark. ٍِػفا ػيُه اىص 

Loose lips sink ships. ىساّل زصاّل 

Don't make a fuss.  اىَىضىعلا ذنثس  

I'm myself.  ٍاّا ػيً طثُؼر 

You are on thin ice اّد فٍ وضغ زسج 

I rest my case ٌاّا قيد ٍا ػْد 

Hit me up  ٍْزاسي 

Top it up أٍيئ اىقدذ 

Hear me out. اسَؼٍْ ىلأخس 

Brevity is the soul of wit. .خُس اىنلاً ٍا قو وده 

You are brazen اّد قيُو الادب 

I over slept. زازح ػيُه ّىٍح 

She is a peach. هٍ ٍسثىتح مثُس 

I am on fire. اّا ٍرأىق/ ٍرسَس 

I am not cut out for this اّا ىسد ٍؤهلا ىهرا 

By the skin of my teeth. تشق الاّفس/ تطيىع اىسوذ 

Don't rock the boat. لا ذؼَو ٍشامو 

Hard pass ازفض تشدج 

You are full of yourself. اّد شاَف ّفسل 

Lucky for me زظٍ زيى 

I call the shots اّا اىرٌ اقسز 

You crack me up ٍْضسنر 

Hang out ّطيغ ٍغ تؼض 

Tie your shoelaces.  ازتظ أزتطح زرائل 

Button up your shirt. شزز قَُصل 

Zip up your sweater. شٌٍ سرسذل 
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Don't sell yourself لا ذقيو ٍِ قَُح ّفسل 

Weak-willed ضؼُف الازادج 

Itsy bitsy صغُس خدا 

I am not buying it. ىٌ أقرْغ/ ٍا ػثسخ ػيُه 

 

Sixth: Phrases said about verbal quarrel (threat) 

1- Watch your mouth.    اّرثه ىَا ذقىىه 

2- Don't sass me لا ذرنيٌ ٍؼٍ تىقازه 

3- Don't go too far  ذرَاديلا  

4- Don't cross the line. لا ذرداوش زدودك 

Seventh: Islamic Expressions 

And upon you be peace ًوػيُنٌ اىسلا 

Bless you َسزَل الله 

Peace be upon you ٌاىسلاً ػيُن 

May ALLAH protect  الله َسرس 

May ALLAH heal you الله َشفُل 

May ALAH bless you  فُلالله َثازك  

Glory be to ALLAH سثساُ الله 

May ALLAH reward you خصاك الله خُسا 

May ALLAH ease your affairs الله َسهو اٍىزك 
 

Eighth: Educational Phases  

Undergraduate ٍطاىة خاٍؼ 

Freshmen طاىة تاىسْح الاوىً اىداٍؼُح 

Sophomore طاىة تاىسْح اىثاُّح اىداٍؼُح 

Junior طاىة تاىسْح اىثاىثح اىداٍؼُح 

Senior طاىة تاىسْح اىساتؼح 

Graduate خسَح 
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Discussion of the Results 

The results revealed that there is a positive strong correlation 

relationships between learning English language via British virtual 

materials and the improvement of the students' vocabulary. Students 

have learned daily expressions that they do not exist in the textbooks. 

The daily expressions are governed by rules and grammar. They are 

formal statements. The expose to the British virtual materials have 

developed students' vocabulary that the British native speakers use in 

their daily life. Lack of the meaning of the daily vocabulary and 

expressions lead to misunderstanding and hinder communication, for 

example when a native speaker says " Don't rock the boat" to non-

native speaker, the receiver may translate it "do not shot the boat with a 

rock" but the meaning is "do not make trebles". Students who exposed 

to British daily expressions can be able to communicate with native 

speakers successfully. These results are consistent with the results of 

Azevich (2019), Asad, et al. (2021), Hamilton, et al., (2021), Lia 

(2023),  and Lee et al. (2024) who found that the use of virtual reality 

educational materials and  educational virtual materials have improved 

students' vocabulary and be able to communicate successfully.  

In addition the results of the interview revealed that the students 

have learned many British chunks that they did not learn and even 

know their meaning before the experiment. The students found that 

translating British chunks will give different meaning. The students fell 

that learning the system of the language is not enough to be able to 

communicate in English. The communication needs to expose to the 

daily expressions, vocabulary, and culture. They learn how to express 

their ideas and how to respond to offers or apologize. The students' 

responses were classified to eight categories, the students even learned 

how to use Islamic expressions in English. These results revealed that 

using authentic materials and British virtual materials have improved 

students' awareness of British chunks, they are able to use the English 

language in context in appropriate way, they developed their 

vocabula
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ry and learned how to describe a fat person to say "Full figure" instead 

of fat man, they also learned how to use daily expressions instead of 

basic expressions that they learned via textbooks, they learned to say  " 

I'll sleep on it" instead of "I'll think about it". These results are 

consistent with the results of  Munawir, et al. (2021) Chelloug, et al., 

(2023), and Korkut & Surer (2023) who found that the students who 

exposed to virtual reality tools to learn British chunks have developed 

their vocabulary and be able to use the language native –like. 

Cultural understanding is significant to help the students when 

they learn British English chunks. Sometimes, the British chunks 

include cultural relations, proverbs and standards which are particular 

for British culture. For example, phrases as‖ invite someone for tea or 

‗over the moon‘ meaning extremely happy are comprehensively carved 

out of cultures and beliefs. 

In the sense that cultural awareness enables students to 

understand the circumstances under which these chunks can be applied, 

fluency is improved as a result of them being used correctly (Reber, 

2017). Influence from British media including TV shows, magazines 

and conversations to and from learners give them real live example of 

the use of these phrases. Moreover, learners are able to decode and 

memorize these expressions, due to recognition of British humor, 

politeness strategies, as well as cultural references. Finally, it is culture 

that enhances language acquisition, which in its turn allows the 

students communicate in English, as it is spoken in Great Britain. 

Overall, the findings demonstrate the value of virtual tools in 

language learning by pointing to a positive relationship between the use 

of British virtual materials and the improvement of vocabulary learning 

among EFL students. More investigation, though, might focus on the 

ways in which various virtual resources, like interactive games, e-

books, or video lessons, affect different facets of vocabulary 

acquisition. 
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Conclusion 

It can be infer that using British virtual materials have improved 

students' vocabulary and also the British chunks. Students are able to 

understand the British daily expressions and be able to be engaged in 

communication free of anxiety to get others' ideas and meanings and to 

be understood. Learning British chunks helped students to understand 

the native speakers without any ambiguity. The use of virtual materials 

and virtual reality tools have developed EFL students' vocabulary and 

equipped them with communication competence. Un-understanding the 

British chunks and daily expressions cause misunderstanding and gap 

between the communicators. The students realized that learning 

English via textbooks is not sufficient to be good communicators. 

Learning language system and culture are not enough to use the 

language fluently and smoothly. It is inferred that learning language is 

a process that needs to continue learn and never stop. 
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In the name of God, the Most Gracious, The Most Merciful 

Editorial of the issue 

Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and may blessings and 

peace be upon the Seal of the Prophets, our Master Muhammad, and 

upon all his family and companions. 

Dear researchers around the globe, it is our pleasure to announce 

the first issue for the year 2025 of our scientific journal (Journal of 

University of Anbar for Humanities) (JUAH), the peer-reviewed 

quarterly scientific journal. This issue contains 15 scientific paper that 

include the journal’s specialties for researchers from the University of 

Anbar and other Iraqi universities. It also contains international 

scientific papers. In these scientific research, you would find scientific 

effort that we in the editorial board should be proud of. These 

researches found its way to publication after being peer-reviewed by 

qualified professors, each in his field of specialization.  

The generous contribution of researchers, the generous effort of 

the Editor in Chief and members of the Editorial Board, and the great 

support from the presidency of University Of Anbar and the deanship 

of College of Education for Humanities encourage us to take steps to 

reach the looked-for aim of indexing our journal in the largest abstract 

and citation database (Scopus). Therefore, it must be noted that we are 

in the process of continuously updating the publishing procedures in 

order to improve the journal and bring it to a higher scientific status. 

Furthermore ,our future aim to contribute effectively to the Arab 

publishing and scientific research movement in order to enhance the 

status of the scientific research and expand its horizons in Arab 

countries because we believe that the scientific research is one of the 

factors in the progress of the nations and is an indicator of its progress. 

 

 

 

 
 

Prof. Dr. Fuaad Mohammed Freh 

Editor in Chief 
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Instructions to Authors 

1-SUBMISSION OF PAPER 

1-1-Requirements for new submission 

Authors may choose to submit the manuscript as a single word file to be used in the refereeing 

process. 

1-2-Requirement of revised submission 

Only when the submitted paper is at the revision stage, authors will be requested to put the paper in 

to a 'correct format' for acceptance and provide the items required for the publication of the 

manuscript. 

1-3- Authorship Guidelines 

Authorship credit should be based on: (i) Substantial contributions to conception and design, 

acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data, (ii) Drafting the article or revising it 

critically for important intellectual content; and (iii) Final approval of the version to be submitted 

for publication.  All of these conditions should be met by all authors. Acquisition of funding, 

collection of data, or general supervision of the research group alone does not constitute authorship. 

All contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed in an acknowledgments 

section. All authors must agree on the sequence of authors listed before submitting the article. All 

authors must agree to designate one author as the corresponding author for the submission. It is the 

responsibility of corresponding author to arrange the whole manuscript upon the requirements and 

to dialogue with the co-authors during the peer-reviewing and proofing stages and to also act on 

behalf. 

2-BEFORE YOU BEGIN 

2-1- Publishing Ethics 

The ethical policy of JUAH is based on the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines 

and complies with JUAH Editorial Board codes of conduct. Readers, authors, reviewers and editors 

should follow these ethical policies once working with JUAH. The ethical policy of JUAH is liable 

to determine which of the typical research papers or articles submitted to the journal should be 

published. The publishing decision is based on the suggestion of the journal's reviewers and 

editorial board members. The ethical policy insisted the Editor-in-Chief, may confer with other 

editors or reviewers in making the decision. The reviewers are necessary to evaluate the research 

papers based on the submitted content in confidential manner.  The reviewers also suggest the 

authors to improve the quality of research paper by their reviewing comments.  Authors should 

ensure that their submitted research work is original and has not been published elsewhere in any 

language. Applicable copyright laws and conventions should be followed by the authors.  Any kind 

of plagiarism constitutes unethical publishing behavior and is unacceptable.  For information on this 

matter in publishing and ethical guidelines please visit (Publication Ethics). 

2-2-Peer-Review Process 

In order to sustain the peer review system, authors have an obligation to participate in peer review 

process to evaluate manuscripts from others.  When appropriate, authors are obliged to provide 

retractions and/or corrections of errors to the editors and the Publisher.  All papers submitted 

to JUAH journal will be peer reviewed for at least one round. JUAH journal adopts a double-

blinded review policy: authors are blind to reviewers, and reviewers are also blind to authors. The 

peer review process is conducted in the online manuscript submission and peer-review system. 

After a manuscript is submitted to the online system, the system immediately notifies the editorial 

office. After passing an initial quality check by the editorial office, the manuscript will be assigned 

to two or more reviewers.  After receiving reviewers’ comments, the editorial team member makes a 

decision. Because reviewers sometimes do not agree with each other, the final decision sent to the 

author may not exactly reflect recommendations by any of the reviewers. The decision after each 

round of peer review may be one of the following: 

Accept without any further changes. 
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1. Accept with minor revision. The revised manuscript may or may not be sent to the 

reviewers for another round of comments. 

2. Accept with major revision. The revised manuscript sent to the reviewers for another round 

of comments. 

3. Reject. The manuscript is rejected for publication by JUAH. 

4. Unable to review. The manuscript is reassigning to another reviewers. 

2-3-Post-Publication Evaluation 

In addition to Peer Review Process, the JUAH Journal has Post-Publication Evaluation by the 

scientific community. Post-Publication Evaluation is concentrated to ensure that the quality of 

published research, review and case report meets certain standards and the conclusions that are 

presented are justified. The post-publication evaluation includes online comments and citations on 

published papers. Authors may respond to the comments of the scientific community and may 

revise their manuscript. The Post-Publication Evaluation is described in such a way; it is allowing 

authors to publish quickly about Humanity sciences concepts.  

3-1- Writing Language 

Publications in JUAH are in English or Arabic language. Authors whose first language is not 

English should make sure their manuscript is written in idiomatic English before submission. Please 

write your text in good English (American or British is accepted). language and copy-editing 

services are provided by the JUAH; hence, authors who feel their manuscript may require editing to 

eliminate possible grammatical or spelling errors are encouraged to obtain such services prior to 

submission. Authors are responsible for all costs associated with such services. (Editing Language) 

3-2- New Submissions 

Submission to JUAH journal proceeds totally online and authors will be guided stepwise through 

the creation and uploading of the manuscript files. As part of the manuscript, authors may choose to 

submit the manuscript as a single file to be used in the refereeing process. This can be a Word 

document (*.doc or *.docx), that can be used by referees to evaluate the manuscript. All figures and 

tables encouraged to be embedded and included in the main manuscript file. 

3-3-References 

References list must be provided according to the JUAH references format in a consistent style. 

Where applicable, author(s) name(s), article title, year of publication, journal full name, 

article/chapter/book title, volume/issue number and the pagination must be present. Use of DOI is 

highly encouraged. 

3-4-Formatting requirements 

There are no strict formatting requirements but all manuscripts must contain the essential elements 

needed to convey your manuscript, for example, Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Materials and 

Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion, Acknowledgement, Conflict of Interest and References. 

Please ensure all figures and tables should be embedded and included in the main manuscript file. 

for download Arabic template click here.  

3-5-Revised Submissions 

Regardless of the file format of the original submission, at revision the authors are instructed to 

submit their manuscript with JUAH format at Word document (*.doc or *.docx). Keep the layout of 

the text as simple as possible. To avoid unnecessary errors the authors are strongly advised to use 

the 'spell-check' and 'grammar-check' for the submitted manuscript. At this level the author(s) name 

and affiliation should be inserted. 

 3-6- Manuscript Submission and Declaration 

While submitting a manuscript to JUAH, all contributing author(s) must verify that the manuscript 

represents authentic and valid work and that neither this manuscript nor one with significantly 

similar content under their authorship has been published or is being considered for publication 

elsewhere including electronically in the same form, in English. All authors have agreed to allow 

the corresponding author to serve as the primary correspondent with the editorial office, to review 

the edited manuscript and proof. 

 3-7- Manuscript Submission and Verification 
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Manuscripts are assumed not to be published previously in print or electronic version and are not 

under consideration by another publication. Copies of related or possibly duplicated materials 

(including those containing significantly similar content or using same data) that have been 

published previously or are under consideration for another publication must be provided at the time 

of online submission. 

 4-MANUSCRIPT STRUCTURE 

Manuscript literature and tenses must be structured as: Title; Abstract; Keywords; Introduction; 

Materials and Methods; Results and Discussion; Conclusion; Acknowledgements and References 

submitted in a file with limited size. The text should not exceed 25 double spaced type written or 

printed A4 pages with 25 mm margins and should be printed on one side only and all pages should 

be numbered. A covering letter signed by Author should be sent with the manuscript. Each 

manuscript component should begin on a new page. 

4-1-Title Page 

The first page of the manuscript includes the title (capitalize only the first letter) of the article, 

followed by one-line space and the names of all authors (no degrees) and their addresses for 

correspondence, including the e-mail address of the corresponding author. The first letter of each 

name and main word should be capitalized. The title, author's name and affiliation should be 

centered on the width of the typing area. 

 4-2-Manuscript Title 

Title of up to 17 words should not contain the name of locations, countries or cities of the research 

as well as abbreviations. Avoid complicated and technical expressions and do not use vague 

expressions. 
Contacts: University of Anbar, Journal of University of Anbar for Humanities 

Site: https://juah.uoanbar.edu.iq/   
Tel: 07830485026 
E-mail : juah@uoanbar.edu.iq 
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