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Abstract:

The research aims to highlight the geopolitical importance of the Baltic states
in the Russian strategy; in order to understand the extent of Russian strategic
privileges and interests in the Baltic states on the one hand, and the extent of the
geopolitical challenges and risks posed by the Baltic states to Russia, especially
after their independence from the former Soviet Union and the end of their
membership in the Warsaw Pact and their accession to the European Union and
NATO, which Russia describes as a real and direct enemy, on the other hand. The

research reached a set of conclusions, including:

1- The Russian political approach presupposes the necessity of preserving Russian
spheres of influence in the Baltic states as a means of increasing Russian
geopolitical and geostrategic power.

2- Russia's new agenda in the Baltic states includes two main goals: First,
increasing geo-economic dependence. Second, transforming the Baltic
governments into agents of influence for Russia in the Euro-Atlantic institutions.
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Source: Bengt Nyman, Political Map of Baltic States, Available online at:
https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/Baltic-states-map.htm
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