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Abstract

The conventional designation (wad') of the Arabic language
predates the mission of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
When the Prophet was sent, he used words in ways that sometimes
differed from their original linguistic meanings. This led the legal
theorists (usuliyyun) to examine what Islamic legal terminology (al-alfaz
al-shar'iyyah) signifies and how customary usage (al-istimal al-'urfi)
evolved and matured.In this humble research, | present to the esteemed
reader an exploration of these concepts, focusing on how the appropriate
meaning of a word is deduced—starting from its linguistic origin, moving
to its Shariah-based usage, and culminating in its customary application. |
also clarify the evidence and methodologies used to derive these
meanings. Gathering this information from the scattered writings of the
legal theorists proved challenging, as the authors did not address this
topic under a clear or unified heading. Instead, each scholar approached it
according to their own methodological framework in Islamic legal theory
(usul al-figh). This research aims to organize and present these insights
systematically, shedding light on the process of determining linguistic

meanings within the context of Shariah and customary usage.
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