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Armed groups use water as a weapon of war
(Study in International Humanitarian Law)

S8 (e pdia diny
éjl.ugﬂ\ A e s .2
cianil) AR agaall — Ja Y1 <l A Aaaly

/ :um\
Ol Lgaling i) oLl 3 ) e 13 8 Ly cpmpdall 45y 1) yal L i i bale s Aalusall e ) 3301
ole ) (e Siad colall ) s Lead Loy éinall e W) (e Lei 58 Anlall 2l L) ol il anyy sl
O (sl S gall o ilal ol sl La ey Lgna 3 51 elsall dadlan ciliiie Jia csiaall S olid Lgie e Y
227 Ailal) 3 ) gl Glld ¢ gaall Sl Lggal 5 A DR e aad) g olual) e Zaliidl cile] il ad g (e caidy
e 3l @l 28a3 Ja Lia gead ¢ Jgal) dgal ga 8 Aaliall cile ) 3l ol phal Lgaadiion i) dsud )l A aaf
Lo g yall Jgall A iz o e Jlin i g cctiled 501 e Zpaliall e il 805 o obuall Jilay (it 5 Line Jshag
ladaiil) of Aaliwall cilelaal) J8 (a6 s Ay a Al s olgall alaind a313) ¢ Cadaiadi g Uy ) g s Gaall ¢ (31 jall
5 el Gagll 58 Cumy ¢ Agiatl Al) 5 ) Cilaaa) e a8 58 5y duallail (G gl aglie e oL dpla )Y

Ol Sl ol 5S) ol ) i) Ca jlal o) Al oS Lgaladind 5 Al dgincl) ) ol olall cilhaliial & Sl
\ A cCM co‘,,\.d‘ ddatiallc Glelaall ¢ e“ﬁu‘ ;%;Lﬁd\ calalsly

Abstract:

Armed conflicts usually cause damage to the natural environment, including water resources
needed by the population for survival. International humanitarian law protects the natural
environment as a civilian object, including water resources, as well as objects indispensable to
the survival of the civilian population, such as water treatment and distribution facilities.
Respecting international humanitarian law would mitigate the impact of armed conflicts on
the natural environment and reduce the risks faced by civilians, especially with regard to
access to water, as water resources are one of the main inputs used by parties to armed
conflicts in confronting states, especially in light of the complexity of these conflicts, their
length, the absence of water alternatives, and the impact of climate change on conflicts. The
best example is what Arab countries, including Irag, Yemen, Syria, and Palestine, have been
exposed to, if water is used as a means of war, whether by armed groups or terrorist
organizations while they are fighting regular armies and focusing on weakening the
management of the infrastructure, so that the main goal is to control water reserves or water
infrastructure and use them as a means of harming the enemy or coercing the civilian
population.
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