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Abstract 

 This study examines Sharh Ma‘ani al-Athar by Imam Abu Ja‘far al-

Tahawi (d. 321 AH), one of the most significant works in the Hanafi school, 

which integrates hadith scholarship with jurisprudence. The book systematically 

presents disputed legal issues, evaluates the evidence supporting different 

opinions, and often favors the Hanafi position. However, Imam al-Tahawi also 

occasionally supports the arguments of other schools with fairness and scholarly 

rigor.A key feature of his methodology is the use of fanqalah (jurisprudential 

transitions), where he structures discussions through questions, objections, and 

responses, employing phrases like "If they say, we reply…" and "If it is said, I 

say…". This rhetorical style, long used by scholars, enhances the clarity and 

depth of legal discourse. This study focuses on selected issues from the chapters 

on Nikah (marriage) and Talaq (divorce) as case studies to highlight al-

Tahawi’s approach in presenting, analyzing, and resolving legal debates. The 

research underscores his contribution to Islamic jurisprudence and the 

effectiveness of fanqalah in articulating and defending legal positions. 

Keywords: Abu Jaafar al-Tahawi - Fatqalat - Marriage - Divorce - Meanings of 

the Hadiths. 
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