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Abstract

Press freedom is an important part of the public freedoms included in the principles of human
rights, and also an indicator of political, social and economic development. It is a fundamental
human right and a standard for all freedoms that democratic countries seek to achieve.

Despite the importance of press in the democratic system, it is not absolute, it is relative and
restricted by a set of moral, social and religious controls that preserve the rights and freedoms
of the individual. International treaties have emphasized its enactment and organization as a
basic human right. This right, though, must be exercised in conjunction with respect for the
rights and freedoms of others, and the protection of order, public interest and morals.

The relationship between press freedom and political authorities has been characterized as a
crisis that extends since the press's birth. Political power remained highly sensitive to press
freedom and practices in general. International and Arab reports were abundant in many facts
that give a bad picture of the human rights situation and press freedom in Irag, which lagged
behind the rest of the world in the area of civil and political rights, including freedom of the

press.
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