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Abstract

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his companions. This
research examines the impact of the multiplicity of events on the critique of
hadith, clarifying the linguistic and terminological definition of the term
"multiplicity of events" and exploring how hadith scholars have used this
concept to critique narrations, influencing their authentication or weakening.
This was applied to the narrations of the Expedition of Dhat al-Riga as a
practical model, where its narrations were extracted and critiqued according
to the methodology of hadith scholars, while highlighting the effect of the
multiplicity of events on the judgment of these narrations. Scholars have
differed in determining the timing of the Expedition of Dhat al-Riga into
several schools of thought: the first school holds that it occurred before the
Battle of the Trench (Al-Ahzab), the second school believes it occurred
afterward, and the third school argues that the event was repeated multiple
times, reconciling the differing narrations. The research aimed to resolve the
contradiction between what historians of military expeditions mentioned—
that the Prophet (peace be upon him) personally led the Expedition of Dhat
al-Riga in Najd, departing in Jumada al-Awwal of the fourth year and
performing the prayer of fear with them, as reported by Ibn Ishag and a group
of historians—and what was authentically reported in the hadith of Ali (may
Allah be pleased with him) in the Sahihayn, stating that the polytheists
delayed the Prophet (peace be upon him) from performing the Asr prayer on
the day of the Trench until sunset, so he combined Asr, Maghrib, and Isha
prayers and did not perform the prayer of fear, noting that the Battle of the
Trench occurred in the fifth year. The narrations of the event were studied
and analyzed, with the rulings of hadith scholars cited, and the preponderant
opinion regarding the multiplicity of events was clarified. The research
consisted of two main sections and a conclusion, through which results were
reached that clarify the strongest view on this issue, emphasizing the
importance of the methodology of hadith scholars in critiquing and
authenticating narrations.
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