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The Security and Military Capabilities of the Iraqi
Military Establishment to Face Potential Challenges
After the American Withdrawal
In Light of the Afghan Experience and its Repercus-
sions

Hassan Salman Khalifa Al-Baydani
Researcher From Iraq
Harab Center for Security and Strategic Studies

ABSTRACT

The study attempts to probe the depths of the Iraqi military and
security capabilities in light of the existing and potential challenges,
especially after the American withdrawal from Iraq, by identifying
the features of those capabilities, their strengths and weaknesses in
light of an unstable environment, an anxious political system, a frag-
ile economy that suffers from bouts of decline and deflation, and a
social reality that has imposed itself strongly on the security and
military situation to the extent that this force has become unable to
impose the will of the power of the state, as well as the consequenc-
es that will accompany the American withdrawal from Iraq that may
not be apparent or calculated accurately, not because the American
presence has added during its presence factors of strength to the
Iraqi military and security establishment, but Because the American
departure wants to prove to the Iraqis and the regional neighbor-
hood that his stay constitutes a factor of security and stability that
is much greater than forcing him to leave under parliamentary pres-
sure and the programmed use of the means of force available by the
resistance factions that reject his presence on Iraqi soil.

All of what was mentioned cannot be discussed or read strate-
gically in isolation from the Afghan situation or the repercussions
of the Afghan scene, which resulted from its repercussions, which
leaves no doubt that the years spent by the American army in build-
ing the Afghan military and security forces, which exceed the num-
ber of years of its presence in Iraq, have gone unheeded and that
The Taliban was the most capable of filling the security and military
vacuum, as well as occupying the center of political decision-mak-
ing after the defeat of America’s allies. The study of the Iraqi sit-
uation and the capabilities available to confront the existing and
potential possibilities should not neglect the motives of those reper-
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cussions that led to what happened in Afghanistan, despite the mis-
match of the picture completely between Iraq and Afghanistan, but
the American player and the regional neighborhood and the politi-
cal repercussions accompanying the election results and the outputs
it produced, which shook as a result, the components of the state’s
strength may lead to what could be close or close in terms of results
to what happened in Afghanistan.
KEY WORDS: the military establishment, the US withdrawal, Af-
ghanistan, the repercussions of the withdrawal.
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