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Spatial analysis of maternal mortality in Muthanna Governorate for the period
(2016-2023)
Dr.Shakir Awad Dhahi

Abstract:

The aim of the research is to study the spatial analysis of maternal deaths in
Muthanna Governorate for the period (2016-2023). Based on this, the descriptive
and analytical approaches were relied upon, as well as the data of the Ministry of
Health and the Muthanna Health Department, in order to identify the size of
maternal deaths and their spatial variation in Muthanna Governorate, in addition to
knowing the demographic, economic and social characteristics of mothers in the
study area, as well as knowing the causes that lead to maternal deaths, and
identifying the methods of treating maternal deaths in Muthanna Governorate, in
order to provide accurate and clear data on the spatial analysis of maternal deaths
in Muthanna Governorate. The research showed that the district with the highest
number of maternal deaths in Muthanna Governorate during the study period was
Samawah District with a number of (34) deaths, representing (41.5%) of the total
maternal deaths in Muthanna Governorate. This may be attributed to the increase
in the population size in the district, as well as the lack of health services and the
poor quality of those available, and the failure of some women to receive primary
health care before childbirth, i.e. during pregnancy, and care and support in the first
weeks of childbirth, which leads to the death of some mothers as a result of
childbirth and the lack of health services. Maternal deaths also increase in young
age groups who give birth for the first time most of the time, or who have some
health problems, especially in age groups less than (20) years, while maternal
deaths decrease as women get older. The research also showed that maternal deaths
increase in the educational level of reading and writing and below, which indicates
the need to raise the educational level of girls, which increases their visits to
primary care centers and the use of family planning methods, which reduces the
possibility of maternal deaths. The most influential cause of maternal deaths in
Muthanna Governorate is the cause of bleeding, with a number of (32) deaths,
representing (39.0%) of the total number of maternal deaths in Muthanna
Governorate. This may be due to the poor health services provided to women, in
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addition to the lack of women’s hospitals in Muthanna Governorate, as there is
only one specialized hospital that lacks modern and available equipment,which
leads to an increase in maternal deaths in the study area.

Keywords: (Spatial analysis, maternal mortality, Muthanna Governorate)
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