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Justifying the allegorical interpretation of fictional texts
from a pragmatic perspective
A study of selected texts from Echoes of an
Autobiography of Naguib Mahfouz
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Abstract

The study seeks to suggest some deliberative justifications that make
interpretation of a fictional text an exemplary explanation, in light of the information
available on the contexts of literary production and reception. The study reviews
some theoretical perspectives on the deliberative characterization of the imagination
as a verbal verb to which the terms of verbal actions apply, as Searle theorized, and
then formulates the conditions for success of the act of imagination. To complete
the deliberative conception of narrative texts, the researcher proposes norms of
literary communication through narrative texts in light of their specific qualitative
nature. The study also sheds light on some textual indicators that stimulate optimal
interpretation. Finally, the researcher debates some exemplary interpretations of
selected texts from “autobiographical echoes,” applying the proposed deliberative
scenarios, individually and collectively, to these texts, leading to the suggestion of a
deliberative mechanism that justifies the interpretation of a fictional text in an ideal
way.
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University Press, New York, 2008).
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26- See: John Rogers Searle, “The Logical Status of Fictional Discourse”,
Vol.6(2), New Literary History, (1975), pp. 319-332.
27- Susan Sniader Lanser, The narrative act: Point of view in prose fiction,
(Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1981), p. 290.
28- Gregory Currie, The nature of fiction, (Cambridge University Press, Cam-
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(John Benjamins, Amsterdam, 2019), p.131.
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Seymour Chatman, Story and discourse: Narrative structure in fiction and
film, (Cornell University Press, Lthaca, 1978), pp. 72-77.
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